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HARMER’S  1957-58  SEASON 


Scott  #18A.  Cal  $2,300.00 
SOLD  $6, 501*. 00 


We  illustrate  a few  of  the  won- 
derful rarities  which  were  sold 
by  us  this  season. 

Whether  buying  or  selling  prop- 
erties, both  large  and  small,  it 
will  pay  you  to  contact  us. 


Scott  #21B.  Cat.  $1,000.00 
SOLD  $1,600.00 


H.  R.  HARMER,  INC 

The  “ Caspary ” Auctioneers 

6 WEST  48th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  .16,  IV.  Y. 
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Scott  #C4.  Cat.  $15,000.00 
SOLD  $17,000.00 


Write  for  free  illustrated  catalogues 
of  future  attractive  lots  being  offer- 
ed through  Harmer’s  Auctions. 

And  when  you  come  to  sell  write 
for  our  booklet,  “Modern  Methods 
of  Philatelic  Auctioneering”,  ex- 
plaining clearly  all  the  advantages 
of  selling  through  H.  R.  HARMER, 
INC. 


Scott  #59.  Cat.  $1,350.00 
SOLD  $2,200.00 


Scott  #100.  Cat.  $3,000.00 
SOT.D  $7,500.00 
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Scott  #C12a.  Cat.  $2,600.00 
SOLD  $3,400.00 


Scoit  #06.  Cat.  $2,00. 00 
SOLD  $4,500.00 
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United  States 
Private  Proprietaries 

A Priced  Catalog  Listing  of 


ESSAYS  and  PROOFS 

Match,  Medicine,  Canned  Fruit 
Perfumery,  Playing  Cards 
1862  - 1883 

Compiled  by 

Clarence  W.  Brazer  and  Henry  W.  Holcombe 


Some  two  decades  ago  the  authors  first  got  together  on  the  project  of  compiling  a 
priced  catalog  listing  of  the  private  die  essays  and  proofs.  From  time  to  time  we  pro- 
gressed, however  slowly,  as  other  items  came  to  light  and  we  had  the  opportunity  of 
including  them.  W e were  often  diverted  but  the  task  was  eventually  resumed. 

A year  or  so  ago  lue  decided  the  basic  work  had  been  virtually  completed.  The  list- 
ing could  shortly  be  made  ready  for  publication.  All  that  remained  was  a detail,  at 
which  Dr.  Brazer  was  particularly  adept.  But  too  little  time  was  left  before  he  was 
summoned  to  the  Eternal  Lodge  above. 

Without  the  wide  knowledge , zeal,  labor  and  guidance  of  Dr.  Brazer  this  listing 
could  never  have  attained  its  present  state.  Would  that  the  benefit  of  his  wise  counsel 
had  been  available  in  the  final  draft. 


Where  did  these  proofs  come  from?  So  far  as  we  know  there  were  three  original 
sources  of  United  States  Revenue  proofs  for  collectors.  Primarily,  the  die  (and  plate) 
essays  and  proofs,  submitted  and  presented  to  officials  and  V.  I.  P.,  the  Commissioners 
of  Internal  Revenue  and  Superintendents  of  the  Engravings  and  Printing  divisions  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  have  eventually  and  gradually  become  available — mainly  from 
their  heirs. 

In  October  1880  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  & Printing  took  over  the  printing  of  all 
revenue  stamps.  The  private  dies  and  plates  which  had  been  made  by  contractors  since 
1862,  previously  in  custody  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  New  York,  were  turned  over 
to  them.  The  Bureau  immediately  took  impressions  from  each  die  on  India  paper,  as- 
signed a number  to  each  proof  in  pencil,  etched  the  number  usually  on  the  back  with 
acid  and  listed  the  numbers  in  a small  book. 

From  the  beginning  in  1862,  John  M.  Butler  of  Butler  & Carpenter  carried  on  the 
firm’s  “Proof  Book"  and  following  his  death  in  1868  it  was  continued  hy  Joseph  R. 
Carpenter  until  the  contract  expired  on  August  31,  1875.  It  contained  all  single  small 
die-proofs  and  essays  in  normal  and  trial  colors,  on  India  paper  cut  close  to  the  margin 
and  mounted  on  card  pages.  For  many  years  this  book  was  part  of  the  Hiram  E. 
Deats’  collection.  The  remainder  of  the  book  has  since  reached  other  hands  and  according 
to  report  has  been  broken  down  in  order  to  mount  the  proofs  on  album  pages. 
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The  present  listing  is  from  the  authors’  collections  and  from  the  many  they  have 
over  the  years  been  privileged  to  check.  Other  items  no  doubt  exist  and  such  are  solicited 
for  accurate  identification  and  future  listing.  Their  omission  from  this  listing  does  not 
necessarily  denote  rarity  or  higher  value.  Constructive  criticism  in  connection  with 
omissions  or  errors  is  invited  and  welcomed. 

We  restrict  our  listings  for  the  present  to  essays,  die  proofs,  large  and  small,  and 
plate  proofs  on  India  paper  and  cardboard  which  are  known  outside  of  government  owner- 
ship. A number  of  full  sheet  proofs  on  cardboard  exist,  as  well  as  other  multiples. 

Most  of  the  black,  blue  and  green  proofs  listed  as  “2.  Small”  have  been  seen  with 
small  margins.  In  only  a few  instances  have  pairs  been  noted. 

Numbers  have  been  assigned  to  all  items  consisting  of  the  number  of  the  regular 
stamp  with  the  suffix  letter  P or  E to  denote  proof  or  essay.  The  numbers  are  those 
used  in  Scott’s  Catalogue  of  United  States  Stamps  Specialized. 

The  prices  are  largely  based  on  those  at  which  the  items  have  changed  hands  at 
private  or  auction  sales.  They  are  intended  to  be  relative,  and  may  be  high  or  low 
depending  on  the  demand — as  well  as  the  whims  of  the  owner  or  buyer. 

When  an  essay  or  proof  is  known  but  data  are  insufficient  for  pricing,  the  existence 
is  indicated  by  a dash  in  the  price  column.  When  the  price  or  dash  is  missing,  this  signi- 
fies the  essay  or  proof  in  that  form  is  not  known  to  the  compilers. 

We  regret  that  at  present  the  law  does  not  permit  the  illustration  of  Revenue 
Proofs,  and  we  are  thus  limited  to  showing  essays  only. 


Symbols : p 

— 

Proof 

TC 

— 

Trial  Color  Proof 

E 

— 

Essay 

1 

— 

Large  Die 

2 

— 

Small  Die 

3 

— 

Plate  Proof  on  India 

4 

— 

Plate  Proof  on  Cardboard 

B.  & C. 

; 

Butler  & Carpenter,  1 

862-1868 

J.  R.  C. 

— 

Joseph  R.  Carpenter,  1 

868-1875 

N.  B.  N. 

— 

National  Bank  Note  Co.,  1875-1879 

Colors : 

A — 

black 

DO 

— deep  orange 

DB  — 

dark  blue 

B — 

blue 

V 

— vermilion 

LB  — 

light  blue 

G — 

green 

Y 

— yellow 

U — 

ultramarine 

R — 

red 

Q 

— brown 

w — 

violet 

C — 

carmine 

DQ 

— dark  brown 

VR  — 

violet-red 

S — 

scarlet 

RQ 

— red-brown 

N — 

lilac 

M — 

magenta 

YQ 

— yellowT-brown 

P — 

plum 

L — 

lake 

DG 

— dark  green 

T — 

grey 

LR  — 

rose 

BG 

— blue-green 

BA  — 

blue-black 

RR  — 

red  rose 

YG 

— yellow-green 

SA  — 

slate  black 

O — 

orange 

Matches 

1864-83 

Die 

Plate 

1.  Large 

2.  Small 

3.  India  4.  C 

— A — 

ROiP 

ic  blue,  Akron  Match 

Co.  7-50 

5.00 

TC-A  black 

7-50 

5.00 

TC-G  green 

10.00 

5.00 

RO2P 

ic  orange,  Alexander’s 

Matches  7A0 

2.50 

Block  of  fo 

ur  ... 

12.50 

TC-A  black 

7-50 

5.00 

TC-B  blue 

*.00 
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RO3P 

RO4P 

RO5P 

RO6P 

RO7P 

RO9P 

RO10P 

RO11P 

RO12P 

RO13P 

RO14P 

RO15P 

RO16P 

RO17P 


Die 

1.  Large  2.  Small 


Plate 

3.  India  4.  Cardbd 


TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 

TC-R  red  5.00 

ic  blue,  Alexander’s  Matches  7.50  5.00 

ic  blue,  Allen’s,  J.  J.,  Sons  50.00  

ic  green,  Allen,  Thos.  7.50  5.00 

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  

TC-G  green  5.00 

TC-VR  violet-red  5.00 

ic  blue,  Allen  & Powers  7.50  5.00 

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 

ic  blue,  Alligator  Match  Co.  7.50  5.00 

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 

ic  black,  American  Fusee  Co.  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 

TC-Q  brown  10.00  7.50 

TC-YG  yellow-green  10.00  7.50 

TC-BG  blue-green  10.00  7.50 

ic  black,  American  Match  Co.  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 

3c  black,  American  Match  Co.  10.00  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 

ic  black,  American  Match  Co. 

(Eagle)  7.50  5-00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  10. 00  5.00 

3c  green,  American  Match  Co. 

(R.  I.)  50.00  

TC-A  black  T 50.00  25.00 

TC-B  blue  _1 50.00  

TC-Y  yellow  25.00 

ic  black,  Arnold  & Co.  7.50  5-00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5.00 


— B — 


ic  green,  Bagley  & Dunham  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

ic  blue,  Barber,  Geo.  & O.  C — 7.50 

Block  of  four  

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-G  green  10.00 

ic  blue,  Barber  Match  Co.  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-Aa  black,  with  RO19  on 

same  die  20.00 

TC-G  green  7.50 


5.00 

5.00  

5.00 

5.00  3.00 

15.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 
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Die 

1.  Large  2.  Small 


Plate 

3.  India  4.  Cardbd 


RO19P  3c  black,  Barber  Match  Co.  10.00 

TC-Aa  black,  with  RO17P  on 

same  die  20.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO20P  ic  blue,  Barber  & Peckham  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-G  green  10.00 

TC-DB  dark  blue  10.00 

RO21P  3c  black,  Barber  & Peckham  10.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO22P  ic  blue,  Bauer  & Beudel  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-G  green  7.50 

RO23P  ic  orange,  A.  B.  & S.  (A.  Beecher 

& Son)  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

TC-RQ  red-brown  

RO24P  ic  brown,  Bendel,  B.  & Co.  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO25P  12c  brown,  Bendel,  B.  & Co.  10.00 

TC-A  black  10.00 

TC-B  blue  12.50 

TC-G  green  

RO26P  ic  brown,  Bendel,  H.  10.00 

TC-A  black  10.00 

TC-B  blue  12.50 

TC-G  green  12.50 

RO27P  12c  brown,  Bendel,  H.  25.00 

TC-A  black  25.00 

TC-B  blue  25.00 

RO28P  ic  blue,  Bentz,  H.  & M.  7.50 

Block  of  four  

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-G  green  10.00 

TC-RQ  red -brown  10.00 

RO29P  ic  black,  Bent  & Lea  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO30P  ic  green,  B.  J.  & Co.  (Barber, 

Jones  & Co.)  7-5° 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-R  red  10.00 

RO31P  ic  black,  Bock,  Schneider  & Co 7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 


5-oo 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5-oo 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5-oo 

5-oo 


5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


20.00 


5.00 


5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


3.00 


2.00 

10.00 
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Die 

1.  Large  2.  Small 


Plate 

3.  India  4.  Cardbd 


RO32P  4c  black,  Bond,  Wm,  & Co.  12.50 

Block  of  four  

TC-B  blue  15.00 

TC-G  green  15.00 

TC-R  red  15.00 

TC-DQ  dark  brown  15.00 

RO33P  4c  green,  Bond,  Wm.  & Co.  10.00 

RO34P  ic  lilac,  Bousfield  & Poole  

RO35P  ic  black,  Bousfield  & Poole  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO36P  3c  lilac,  Bousfield  & Poole  

TC-L  lake  

RO37P  3c  black,  Bousfield  & Poole  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

TC-R  red  10.00 

RO38P  ic  black,  Boutell  & Maynard  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

TC-R  red  

RO39P  ic  green,  Bowers  & Dunham  10.00 

TC-A  black  10.00 

RO40P  ic  blue,  Bowers  & Dunham  7.50 

RO41P  ic  lake,  B.  & N.  (Brocket  & New- 
ton) die  1 7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO42P  ic  lake,  B.  & N.  (Brocket  & New- 
ton) die  2 7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO43P  ic  black.  Brown  & Durling  7.50 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10. 00 

RO44P  ic  green,  Brown  & Durling  7.50 

TC-DG  dark  green  7.50 

RO45P  ic  black,  Buck,  L.  W.  & Co.  15.00 

TC-B  blue  17.50 

TC-G  green  17.50 

RO46P  ic  black,  Burhans,  D.  & Co.  Die  I 7.50 

A black,  on  cream  paper  

Aa  black,  Die  II  (more  lines 

on  scrolls)  10.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

TC-Q  brown  

RO47P  ic  black.  Busch,  Charles  7.50 

Block  of  four  

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  10.00 

RO48P  ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  200.00 


5.00 


5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


25.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 


5.00 

5.00 


4.00 

20.00 


4.00 

20.00 
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RO49P 


RO50P 

RO51P 

RO52P 

RO53P 

RO54P 

RO55P 


RO56P 


RO57P 


RO58P 


RO59P 

RO60P 


RO61P 


RO62P 


RO64P 


Die 


black,  Byam,  Carlton 

& Co. 

1.  Large 

7.50 

2.  Small 

5.00 

A black,  horizon 

TC-B  blue  

tally 

cracked 

die  10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

TC-G  green  

5.00 

TC-RQ  red-brown  ___ 

10.00 

5.00 

TC-BG  blue-green  _ 

10.00 

black,  Byam,  Carlton 

& Co. 

200.00 

ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  

ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  

ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  

ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  20.00  

TC-G  green,  on  green  paper  20.00  

ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  20.00  

(Typograph  from  a steel  engr.) 

X steel  engraving  with  col- 
ors reversed  25.00  

TC-B  blue  

ic  black,  Byam,  Carlton  & Co.  20.00  

(Typograph  from  a steel  engr.) 

TC-B  blue  25.00  

TC-G  green  25.00  

TC-Q  brown  25.00  

— C — 

ic  green,  Cannon  Match  Co.  7.50  5.00 

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

ic  lake,  Cardinal  Match  Co.  10.00  

block  of  four  

TC-A  black  10.00  5.00 

TC-B  blue  12.50  5.00 

TC-G  green  12.50  5.00 

ic  lake,  C.,  F.  E.  (Frank  E.  Clark) 

TC-A  black  50.00  25.00 

3c  black,  Chicago  Match  Co.  12.50  10.00 

A black,  on  cream  paper  10.00 

TC-B  blue  15.00  

TC-G  green  15.00  

ic  green,  Clark,  Henry  A.  7.50  

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  5.00 

ic  green,  Clark,  James  L.  7.50  5.00 

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00 

TC-G  green  5.00 

TC-BG  blue-green  5.00 

ic  lake,  Clark  Match  Co.  7.50 

TC-A  black  7.50  5.00 

TC-B  blue  10.00  5.00 

TC-G  green  10.00  5*00 


Plate 

3.  India  4.  Cardbd 


3.00 

15.00 


To  be  Continued 
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U.  S.  POSTAL  CARD 
ESSAYS  AND  PROOFS 

A Historical  Catalog  of 

U.  8.  STAMP  ESSAYS  & PROOFS 

By  George  C.  Slawson 

(Essay  and  Proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  U.  S.  Catalogue) 

(Continued  from  Journal  No.  57,  page  11.) 


Addenda 

In  Journal  No.  3,  page  132,  insert  additional  listing, 

UXIE-Gb.  On  17  f/2  dull  faint  o-yellow  card  .009"  thick 

Vignette  and  printing  on  card  Stamp  frame  only 

35  k/0  dark  green  and  1 i/0  deep  red 

(No  more  than  one  copy  has  been  reported  of  any  of  the  color  combinations  listed 
under  either  UXIE-Ga  or  UXIE-Gb.) 

1907  Issue  of  McKinley  Postal  Card— UX19 

During  June  1906  the  basic  design  for  UX19  was  decided  upon  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  and  during  July  1906  the  engraving  of  the  necessary  die  was  started  at  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing.  Complications  occurred  and  before  final  approval 
was  obtained  no  less  than  four  dies  were  involved.  The  first  of  these,  Miscellaneous  Die 
number  6669,  had  the  portrait  engraved  during  July  and  August  1906  by  Marcus  W. 
Baldwin,  with  the  lettering,  numerals  and  frame  of  the  stamp  being  added  during  Sep- 
tember 1906  by  Edward  M.  Hall  and  George  U.  Rose,  Jr.  Additional  touching  up  was 
done  during  early  January  1907,  but  even  so  the  portrait  of  McKinley  was  deemed  unsatis- 
factory. Very  shortly  thereafter  Marcus  W.  Baldwin  began  a new  engraving  of  the 
McKinley  portrait  on  what  is  known  as  Miscellaneous  Die  number  6812.  The  work  on 
this  die  was  never  completed.  Instead,  a transfer  roll  of  the  incomplete  portrait  was  made, 
which  in  turn  was  used  to  make  that  portion  of  Miscellaneous  Die  number  6815.  To 
this  latter  die  the  lettering,  numerals  and  frame  positions  of  the  stamp  were  transferred 
by  roll  from  the  first  die,  Miscellaneous  Die  number  6669,  and  the  combined  product 
turned  over  during  the  latter  part  of  January  for  Marcus  W.  Baldwin  to  complete  the 
portrait  of  McKinley,  which  he  did  during  February  1907.  Three  dies  were  thus  required 
to  complete  the  stamp  portion  of  the  new  card.  In  the  meantime  Miscellaneous  Die  num- 
ber 6681,  comprising  only  the  inscription  portion  and  consisting  of  “Postal  Card”  and 
“The  Space  Below  Is  For  The  Address  Only”,  was  produced  by  George  U.  Rose  Jr., 
and  Edw'ard  M.  Hall  during  August  and  October  1906,  with  additional  touching  up  in 
January  1907.  A single  transfer  roll  was  made  using  a combination  of  Miscellaneous 
Dies  number  6815  and  6681,  wffiich  in  turn  produced  subject  plates  for  UX19. 

Following  this  somewhat  complex  preliminary  history,  the  completed  subject  plates 
were  turned  over  to  the  Oxford  Paper  Company,  Rumford  Falls,  Maine,  which  pro- 
duced the  cards  starting  in  June,  1907,  although  not  released  for  general  use  until  July. 
Cards  were  printed  in  sheets  of  60  (5  x 12)  and,  although  the  vast  majority  were  cut 
into  single  cards,  full  sheets  exist. 
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EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 

UX19E-Aa 


August  4,  1906. 

UX19E-Aa.  Untrimmed  typograph  die  essay  of  portrait  portion  of  stamp,  made  from 
first  die  (Number  6 6 69)  while  in  unfinished  state.  Diameter  of  portrait 
15  mm.,  on  background  20  x 21  mm.  On  white  cardboard  .0195"  thick, 
62  x 80  mm.  overall,  with  B.  E.  & P.  blue  “222582”  stamped  on  back  and 
penciled  date  “Aug  4/1906.” 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 

UX19E-Ab. 


November  (?)  1906. 

lTX19E-Ab.  Untrimmed  typograph  die  essay  of  entire  first  die  (Number  6669)  prac- 
tically completed.  Size,  including  untrimmed  border,  22  x 26  mm.  On  white 
cardboard  .020"  thick,  73  x 97  mm.  overall,  with  blue  B.  E.  & P.  number 
“232104”  stamped  on  back. 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 

UX19E-Ba. 

January  1907. 

UX19E- Ba.  Untrimmed  typograph  die  essay  from  never  finished  die  (Number  6812 K 
Size,  including  untrimmed  border,  48  x 56  mm.  On  white  cardboard  .020 
thick,  65  x 85  mm.  overall,  with  blue  B.  E.  & P.  number  “238357“  stamped 
on  back  and  dated  in  pencil  “Jan  / 0 7 . ” 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 
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UX10E-Bb. 


January  15,  1007. 

IXIOE-Bb.  Untrimmed  typograph  die  essay  from  almost  complete  die  (Number 
6815).  Size,  including  untrimmed  border,  2 2 x 2 7 mm.  On  white,  semi- 
glazed  cardboard  .0  21"  thick,  56  x 77  mm.  overall,  with  blue  B.  E.  & P. 
number  “238846”  stamped  on  back,  and  penciled  “Jan  15/07”  in  lower  right 
of  face  side.i 

6 9 o/5  black  (1  known) 

UX19— Issued  Cards 


UXIO. 

July,  1007. 

UX10-A.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  distance 
from  left  upright  of  “P”  of  “POSTAL”  to  right  edge  of  stamp,  9 2 to  9 2% 
mm.  (flat  plate). 

6 9 o/5  black 

UX10-B.  On  17  f/1  dim  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  printing 
similar  to  UX19-A  (flat  plate). 

69  o/5  black 

UX10-C.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  distance 
from  left  upright  of  “P”  of  “POSTAL”  to  right  edge  of  stamp,  93  to  94  mm. 
(rotary  press). 

69  o/5  black 


1 The  most  obvious  difference  between  UXigE-Ab  and  UXigE-Bb  is  found  in  the  shading  lines  of 
the  face. 
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UX19-D.  On  17  f/1  dim  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  printing 
similar  to  UX19-C  (rotary  press). 

69  o/5  black 

1908  Issue  of  McKinley  Postal  Card— UX20 

To  call  attention  to  a change  in  Postal  Regulations  made  in  1907  that  permitted 
correspondence  on  the  left  one  third  of  the  face  side  of  the  card,2  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  made  Miscellaneous  Die  number  6916.  This  consisted  of  a knife  edge 
over  the  lettering  “The  Space  Below  May  Be  Used  For  Correspondence”,  and  was 
engraved  by  Edward  M.  Hall  during  July  and  August  1907.  A transfer  roll  made  from 
this  die  in  conjunction  writh  Miscellaneous  Dies  number  6815  and  6681  produced  the 
subject  plates  for  UX20.  These  subject  plates  were  turned  over  to  the  Oxford  Paper  Co., 
at  Rumford  Falls,  Maine,  which  produced  the  cards.  (No  essay  or  proof  of  Miscellaneous 
Die  number  6916  is  known.) 


UX20. 


XJX20— Issued  Cards 

January  2,  1908. 

UX20-A.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  distance 
from  vertical  knife  edge  to  right  edge  of  stamp,  88  to  88%  mm.  (flat  plate). 

69  o/5  black 

UX20-B.  On  17  f/1  dim  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  printing 
similar  to  UX20-A  (flat  plate). 

69  o/5  black 

UX20-C.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  distance 
from  vertical  knife  edge  to  right  edge  of  stamp,  89  to  89%  mm.  (rotary 
press) . 

6 9 o/5  black 

UX29-I).  On  17  f/1  dim  faint  o-yellow  card  .010"  to  .011"  thick,  with  printing 
similar  to  UX2  0-C  (rotary  press). 

69  o/5  black 

1910  Issues  of  McKinley  Postal  Cards— UX21  & UX22 

The  year  1910  marked  an  important  change  in  the  production  of  postal  cards.  With 

the  contract  of  the  Oxford  Paper  Co.,  Rumford  Falls,  Maine,  scheduled  to  expire  at  the 


2 This  regulation  is  still  in  effect,  although  attention  is  no  longer  called  to  it. 
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end  of  1909,  the  Post  Office  Department  refused  to  consider  the  future  use  of  private 
printing  contractors  and  entered  into  arrangements  for  all  printing  to  be  done  by  the  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office,  a policy  still  in  effect.  This  change  was  intended  to  serve  the 
multiple  purposes  of  eliminating  the  political  pressures  applied  in  favor  of  certain  con- 
tractors at  the  awarding  of  each  quadrennial  contract,  together  with  the  often  resultant 
unfavorable  publicity;  of  correcting  inefficiencies  that  the  Department  deemed  undesirable, 
and  of  bringing  the  operation  to  Washington  where  it  would  be  easy  to  supervise,  besides 
having  all  problems  that  might  arise  handily  available  for  inspection,  discussion,  and 
remedy.  Although  the  logic  was  sound,  there  actually  resulted  the  worst  confusion  in 
postal  card  history,  and  it  was  several  months  before  a smoothly  running  operation  was 
achieved.  This  occurred  through  no  fault  of  the  Post  Office  Department  which,  in  accord- 
ance with  established  practice,  decided  to  issue  a new  design  postal  card  simultaneously 
with  the  start  of  the  new  contract,  and  therefore  made  no  attempt  to  obtain  new  subject 
plates  of  the  old  design  for  use  on  the  presses  of  the  Government  Printing  Office.  Nor 
was  the  Government  Printing  Office  to  blame  since  it  had  the  presses  installed  and  ready 
for  operation,  and  had  even  arranged  to  hire  many  of  the  skilled  postal  card  workers  who 
were  being  laid  off  by  the  Oxford  Paper  Co.  concurrent  with  the  completion  of  its  con- 
tract. The  trouble  was  in  the  obtaining  of  a satisfactory  die. 

In  the  fall  of  1909  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  submitted  sketches  of  pro- 
posed vignettes  and  frames,  from  which  the  Post  Office  Department  selected  for  the  No.  4 
size  card  a vignette  of  McKinley  having  a shaded  background,  along  with  a foliate 
frame.  These  selections  were  returned  to  the  Bureau,  together  with  the  necessary  order 
covering  the  die  and  plates.  For  the  first  time  in  thirty  five  years  the  Bureau  refused  to 
accept  the  order,  claiming  it  was  committed  to  too  much  other  work  to  accept  more  at  that 
time.  This  left  Acting  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  Travers  no  alternative  but 
to  order  the  necessary  work  from  private  firms.  In  an  effort  to  keep  down  engraving 
costs,  the  various  concerns  were  requested  to  submit  woodcuts  based  on  the  approved 
sketches,  photographs  of  which  were  sent  to  at  least  the  following:  Bookhart  Bros., 
Sterling  Engraving  Co.,  and  Tiffany  & Co.,  all  of  New  York  City;  Maurice  Joyce 
Engraving  Co.  of  Washington,  D.  C. ; Bailey,  Banks  & Biddle  Co.,  Gatchell  & Manning, 
the  Keating  Co.,  and  the  Dreka  Co.,  all  of  Philadelphia;  and  F.  H.  Wellington  of  Passaic, 
N.  J. 

Most  or  all  of  these  firms  submitted  proposed  vignette  dies  and  several  submitted 
proposed  frame  dies.  This  took  time  and  it  was  not  until  January  10,  1910,  that  an 
order  (Order  Q254)  wras  issued  to  the  Sterling  Engraving  Co.  of  New  York  to  make  a 
completed  woodcut  die  combining  the  vignette  and  frame,  together  with  an  additional  die 
for  the  inscription  “This  Side  Of  Card  Is  For  Address  Only”  in  a “suitable  and  tasteful’ 
design.  On  February  10  Sterling  informed  the  Department  the  final  work  on  the  frame 
would  be  started  “on  Monday”  (February  14)  in  the  presence  of  a postal  inspector.3  On 
February  16  the  completed  die  was  turned  over  to  the  Post  Office  Department  and 
received  hasty  approval.  Since  a transfer  roll  could  not  be  made  from  a woodcut  die,  it 
was  necessary  to  make  the  subject  plates  by  the  intermediate  use  of  an  electrotype.  The 
subject  plates  were  made  available  for  use  in  the  Government  Printing  Office  on  February 
18,  using  electrotype  dies  hastily  made  and  pressed  into  service. 

Later  on  the  same  day  production  of  the  first  1910  issue  of  the  McKinley  postal 
cards  finally  began.4  Two  difficulties  immediately  became  apparent.  First,  the  “bronze 
blue”  ink  selected  had  a tendency  to  clog  the  fine  lines  of  the  background  of  the  vignette, 
a failing  that  was  promptly  overcome  by  an  official  color  change  to  a non-metallic  “blue” 


3 This  requirement  explained  at  greater  length  in  connection  with  UX23. 

4 The  Post  Office  Department  did  not  consider  UX21  and  UX22  two  separate  postal  cards,  but 
considered  the  second  merely  a “minor  refinement”  of  the  first,  in  spite  of  the  obvious  difference.  The 
records,  particularly  in  reference  to  the  essays,  are  inseparably  mingled  and  perforce  are  so  treated  in  this 
article.  This  is  especially  necessary  in  view  of  the  fact  all  dies,  excepting  only  the  very  last  one  ordered 
for  UX22,  specifically  requested  a shaded  background  to  the  vignette,  rather  than  the  distinctive  open  back- 
ground finally  adopted. 
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ink.  And  second,  it  became  only  too  evident  that  the  extremely  soft  steel  required  for 
making  subject  plates  by  use  of  an  electrotype,  although  satisfactory  for  most  purposes, 
could  not  be  sufficiently  hardened  to  successfully  withstand  the  heavy  pounding  imposed  by 
the  high  speed  presses.  Even  though  frequent  replacement  of  plates  was  required,  it  was 
essential  that  production  be  maintained  in  an  effort  to  overcome  an  acute  shortage  of 
cards  brought  about  by  the  long  delay  in  starting  operations;  a delay  that  had  completely 
exhausted  the  estimated  four  to  five  weeks  supply  cf  cards  on  hand  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  contract  with  the  Oxford  Paper  Co.  However,  in  order  to  remedy  the  situation,  the 
list  of  firms  submitting  woodcuts  was  again  communicated  with  for  estimates  on  metal 
dies  that  could  be  used  to  make  a standard  transfer  roll  which,  in  turn,  wTould  be  capable 
of  producing  satisfactory  plates. 

As  a result  of  these  estimates,  an  order  (Order  Q256)  was  issued  on  March  9. 
1910,  to  Bailey,  Banks  & Biddle  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  for  a steel  engraved  die.  For  some 
reason  not  readily  revealed  by  the  official  records  this  die  was  apparently  never  made.  Ten 
days  later,  on  March  19,  another  order  (Order  Q257)  was  issued  to  the  Maurice  Joyce 
Engraving  Co.,  of  Washington,  for  a “zinc  etching  and  half  tone  plate”  and,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  preceding  order,  it  called  for  the  background  of  the  vignette  to  be  shaded. 
The  die  wTas  made  but  upon  receipt  was  deemed  unsatisfactory  for  use. 

As  a direct  result  of  the  rejection  of  the  Joyce  die,  the  Government  Printing  Office 
recommended  on  April  2,  1910,  that  the  shaded  background  be  eliminated.  The  Post 
Office  Department  accepted  this  recommendation  giving  as  additional  reasons,  besides 
printing  difficulties,  that  the  shading  made  too  “heavy”  an  overall  appearance  and  also 
supplied  insufficient  contrast  between  portrait  and  background.  At  this  time  the  American 
Bank  Note  Co.,  of  New  York,  was  approached  on  the  subject  of  making  the  necessary 
die  and  plates.  The  American  Bank  Note  Co.  reacted  precisely  as  inter-Department 
memoranda  had  presumed  it  would,  being  perfectly  whiling  to  make  the  necessary  dies, 
etc.,  but  solely  on  condition  that  it  have  an  exclusive  long  term  contract  for  printing  all 
postal  cards.  This  one  letter  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  marked  its  entire  partici- 
pation in  the  situation. 

On  April  7,  1910,  an  order  was  sent  to  Tiffany  & Co.,  of  New  York,  for  a steel 
engraved  die,  roll  and  plates,  and  for  the  first  time  specifying  an  open  background  to  the 
McKinley  vignette.  On  April  9th  Tiffany  advised  they  w-ould  have  to  reject  the  order 
since  they  had  no  facilities  for  hardening  the  die  after  engraving  and  therefore  could 
not  make  either  the  roll  or  the  plates.  By  this  time,  the  Post  Office  Department,  having 
spent  much  time  and  considerable  money,  was  getting  desperate.  Another  appeal  to  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  fortunately  revealed  that  wffiile  not  yet  in  a position 
to  undertake  additional  engraving  work,  it  could  harden  a die  and  make  a transfer  roll 
and  plates.  The  order  to  Tiffany  (Order  Q258)  was  amended  to  eliminate  these  items 
that  would  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Bureau,  but  upon  receipt  of  the  unhardened  die  it  was 
immediately  rejected  as  being  a wffiolly  unsatisfactory  portrait  of  McKinley.  Tiffany  as- 
serted it  could  do  no  better.  With  the  Tiffany  die  rejected  the  Bureau  produced  a solu- 
tion by  taking  one  of  the  subject  plates  currently  in  use  at  the  Government  Printing 
Office  5 and  using  it  as  a master  die  from  which  to  make  a transfer  roll,  eliminating  the 
shaded  background  lines  of  the  vignette.  This  transfer  roll  was  used  to  make  properly 
hardened  steel  plates,  wffiich  wTere  put  into  use  without  further  delay. 

From  the  following  letter  it  wTould  appear  that  twenty  seven  essays  were  produced 
by  the  various  firms  contacted,  although  many  of  them  are  unreported  at  this  time.6 

5 It  is  probable  that  the  best  of  the  flat  plates  available  was  used  for  this  purpose,  and  that  a worn 
or  rejected  plate,  hastily  recut,  was  substituted  on  the  presses  during  these  last  few  days  of  operation.  In 
all  probability  this  recutting  produced  the  rare  “four  pointed  arcs”  variety. 

(5  Only  eight  of  these  essays  are  currently  reported,  some  of  which  were  actually  for  UX21  while 
others  were  for  UX22.  The  Post  Office  Department  assigned  them  numbers  in  no  recognized  order,  and 
they  are  here  listed  in  such  numerical  order,  treating  all  as  though  essays  of  UX21. 
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Division  of  Stamps  In  your  reply,  refer  to 

T 57 
DS  209 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 

WASHINGTON 

The  Director  May  6,  1910 

Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 

Sir: 

In  response  to  your  verbal  request,  I hand  you  herewith  a set,  numbered  1 
to  27,  of  proofs  of  the  various  devices  used  in  selecting  a design  for  the  new  No. 
4 ic  postal  card,  which  was  prepared  by  you. 

Respectfully, 
W.  N.  Travers 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 


UX21E-A. 


March  30(?),  1910. 

UX21E-A.  On  17  g/2  dull  v.  faint  o-yellow  card  .011"  thick,  being  a regularly 
issued  card  of  the  preceding  design  (UX20),  having  an  additional  typographed 
complete  stamp  design  inverted  to  the  original  printing.  Produced  by  zinc 
etching  and  half  tone  plate  as  made  by  Maurice  Joyce  Engraving  Co.  under 
P.  O.  D.  order  Q25  7 of  March  19,  1910.  On  the  reverse  side  of  card  is  a 
printed  corner  caption,  as  applied  for  regular  business  usage,  “Maurice  Joyce 
Engraving  Co.  / Evening  Star  Building’’  (Washington,  D.  C.),  together  with 
numeral  “6”  in  red,  as  added  by  the  Post  Office  Department. 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 

UX21E-B.  (See  next  page) 

January  24,  1910. 

UX21E-B.  Woodcut  die  essay  showing  the  numerals,  lettering  and  ornamentation  of 
the  stamp  frame  only  (no  vignette),  size  23  % x 29  mm.,  on  glazed  white 
paper  .008"  thick,  with  overall  size,  114  x 155%  mm.  Marked  in  pencil 
“Maurice  Joyce  Engraving  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C.”  Numeral  “9”  in  red,  as 
added  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  together  with  double  line  circular  rubber 
stamp  “STAMP  DIVISION  / JAN/24/1910  / P.  O.  DEPT.’’ 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 
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UX21E-B. 


UX21E-C. 


January  1910. 

UX21E-C.  Untrimmed  woodcut  die  essay  of  proposed  vignette  of  McKinley,  with 
diagonal  background  shading  partly  crosshatched,  22  x 27  mm.,  on  glazed 
white  paper  .008"  thick,  with  overall  size,  113  x 122  mm.  Marked  in 
pencil  “(Joyce(?)  Engrav)ing.”  Numeral  “10”  in  red  as  added  by  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 


UX21E-D. 

UX21E-D.  Untrimmed  woodcut  die  essay  of  proposed  vignette  of  McKinley,  with 
horizontal  background  shading,  24  x 26  ^ mm.,  on  glazed  white  paper  .007" 
thick,  with  overall  size,  152  x 24  5 mm.  Marked  in  pencil  above  the  design 
“By  / Bookhart  Bros.  / New  York,”  and  below  the  design  “Woodcut  engrav- 
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ing  made  by  / private  firm.”  Numeral  ”11”  in  red  as  added  by  the  Post  Office 
Department. 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 

UX21E-E. 

UX21E-E.  Oval  woodcut  die  essay  of  proposed  McKinley  vignette,  17  x 23  mm.,  on 
glazed  white  paper  .00  8"  thick,  with  overall  size,  121  x 154  mm.  Marked  in 
pencil  “By  F.  H.  Wellington  / Passaic.”  Numeral  ”12”  in  red  as  added  by 
the  Post  Office  Department. 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 

UX21E-F. 


April  25,  1910. 

UX21E-F.  Complete  soft  steel  engraved  die  essay  of  proposed  McKinley  stamp  as 

produced  by  Tiffany  & Co.  under  P.  O.  D.  order  Q258  of  April  7,  1910, 7 size 
23%  x 29  mm.,  with  the  die  having  an  overall  size  of  76%  x 89  mm.  On 
glazed  white  paper,  .005"  thick,  with  overall  size,  173  x 151  mm.  Marked  in 
pencil  “Made  by  Tiffany  & Co.  / of  New  York.”  Numeral  ”13”  in  red  as 
added  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  together  with  double  line  circular  rubber 
stamp  “STAMP  DIVISION  / APR./25/1910  / P.  O.  DEPT.” 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 

UX21E-G.  (See  next  page) 

UX21E-G.  Untrimmed  woodcut  die  essay  of  accepted  vignette  of  McKinley  (P.  O. 
die  535),  22  x 27  mm.,  with  the  die  having  an  overall  size  (irregular)  of  3 9 
x 41  mm.,  on  glazed  white  paper  .005"  thick,  with  overall  size,  15  3 x 195  mm. 
Numeral  ”14”  in  red  as  added  by  the  Post  Office  Department.  Although  not 
so  stated  on  the  essay,  it  was  the  product  of  the  Sterling  Engraving  Co.,  New 
York.  (This  die  is  now  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Print- 
ing.) 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 


~ The  only  essay  produced  with  open  background  to  vignette. 
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UX21E-G. 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 

UX21E-H. 

UX21E-H.  Untrimmed  woodcut  die  essay  of  proposed  McKinley  vignette,  22  x 27 
mm.,  with  diagonal  background  shading  (without  crosshatching),  on  glazed 
white  paper  .006"  thick,  with  overall  size,  171  x 245  mm.  Marked  in  pencil 
“Sterling  Engraving  Co.  / New  York.”  Numeral  “15”  in  red  as  added  by  the 
Post  Office  Department,  together  with  double  line  circular  rubber  stamp 
“STAMP  DIVISION  / DEC/13/1909  / P.  O.  DEPT.”  (Apparently  an  earlier 
stage  of  UX21E-G.) 

69  o/5  black  (1  known) 

(In  the  event  additional  of  these  27  essays  are  reported  they  will  be  given  catalog  numbers  out  of  the 
numerical  order  assigned  by  the  Post  Office  Department.) 


TJX  21  Proof 

The  only  known  proof  was  produced  by  the  Government  Printing  Office,  (?)  appar- 
ently prior  to  any  cutting  to  size  of  the  blue  tinted  card  stock  used  for  the  regularly  issued 
cards.  Selected  for  use  was  the  reverse  side  of  a trial  color  proof  of  a 2 centavo  Philip- 
pines card  (Philippines  UX9),  imprinted  in  green  ink.s  Based  on  such  information  as 
known,  this  card  was  selected  for  no  reason  other  than  availability,  and  there  is  no  indi- 
cation or  evidence  it  was  intended  as  an  intentional  trial  color  of  card  for  UX21. 

8 Although  the  same  design  Philippine  card  was  later  (in  1915)  issued  in  a very  similar  green  ink, 
it  was  never  issued  on  green  tinted  card,  except  as  a Philippine  trial  color  proof. 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  58 


67 


EX-C.  W.  BRAZER  COLLECTION 


UX21P. 

February  18(?),  1910. 

UX21P.  On  3 5 g/2  dull  v.  faint  green  card  .0095"  thick,  typographed  on  reverse 
side  of  trial  color  proof  of  Philippines  2 centavo  card  (Philippines  UX9),  with 
additional  notation  typewritten  in  green  ink  “U.  S.  on  reverse  side.” 

51  m/ 1 dim  dusky  b-v-blue  (1  known) 

UX21  “Issued  Cards 

This  short  lived  card,  issued  for  only  a little  over  two  months  before  being  succeeded 
by  UX22,  was  not  always  carefully  printed,  and  many  cards  were  cut  considerably  off 
center,  or  were  issued  with  multiple  impressions  (double  prints,  triple  prints  or  double 
impression  with  one  inverted).  Considerable  difficulty  was  also  encountered  with  the 
card  stock,  mostly  due  to  its  having  a marked  tendency  to  fade,  a condition  the  Champion 
Coated  Paper  Co.  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  never  was  able  to  control.  A few  lots  were 
rejected  as  being  not  up  to  specifications,  but  this  difficulty  was  not  as  pronounced  as  it 
was  in  the  production  of  UX22.  Printed  in  sheets  of  48  cards,  they  were  made  available 
to  the  public  in  panes  of  16  (4x4),  as  well  as  the  usual  single  cards. 

February  18,  1910. 11 

UX21-A.  On  4 5 g/3  dingy  v.  faint  b-g-blue  card  .011"  thick,  with  stamp  29  mm. 
overall,  from  top  to  bottom  (flat  plate).  Card  size,  140  x 8 3 mm. 

51  m/1  dim  dusky  b-v-blue  (‘‘bronze  blue”)  (first  official  color) 

49  i/1  dim  deep  blue  (‘‘blue”)  (second  official  color) 

4 9 i/1  dim  deep  blue,  with  the  double  line  center  arcs  of  frame  pointed 
both  above  and  below  “IS”. 9 


February  1910. 

UX21-B.  On  45  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  b-g-blue  card  .011"  thick  with  stamp  29  % to 
29^  mm.  overall,  from  top  to  bottom  (rotary  press).  Card  size,  140  x 83  mm. 
51  m/1  dim  dusky  b-v-blue  (“bronze  blue”)  (first  official  color) 

4 9 i/1  dim  deep  blue  (“blue”)  (second  official  color) 

UX22“Issued  Cards 

No  proofs  of  this  card  are  known  to  exist.10  Issued  cards  were  printed  in  sheets  of 


9 See  footrote  5 for  probable  explanation.  Almost  all  copies  of  this  variety  were  delivered  to  the 
St.  I ouis  distribution  office. 

19  UX22  being  classed  by  the  Post  Office  Department  as  a minor  refinement  of  UX21,  the  essays  of 
both  are  listd  under  UX21. 
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48  (4  x 12)  by  the  Government  Printing  Office,  and  full  sheets  exist.  As  in  the  case  of 
UX21,  various  forms  of  multiple  prints  are  known.  Much  difficulty  was  encountered! 
with  the  paper  supplier,  the  Champion  Coated  Paper  Co.,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  and  large 
quantities  of  card  stock  had  to  be  rejected  for  failure  to  meet  specifications  as  to  weight, 
bursting  strength,  texture,  color,  thickness,  etc.  At  least  one  lot  of  extremely  thin  paper 
was  printed  by  error  instead  of  being  rejected. 

April  30  ( ?) , 1910.11 

UX22-A.  On  4 3 g/1  dim  v.  faint  g-blue  card  .010"  thick,  with  stamp  2 9 mm.  overall, 
from  top  to  bottom  (flat  plate).  Card  size,  140  x 8 3 mm. 

49  i/1  dim  deep  blue 

UX22-B.  On  45  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  b-g-blue  card  .010"  thick,  similar  to  UX22-A 

(flat  plate). 

49  i/1  dim  deep  blue 

UX22-C.  On  4 3 g/1  dim  v.  faint  g-blue  card  .010"  thick,  with  stamp  29%  to  29*4 
mm.  overall,  from  top  to  bottom  (rotary  press).  Card  size,  140  x 83  mm. 

49  i/1  dim  deep  blue 

UX22-I).  On  45  g/3  dingy  v.  faint  b-g-blue  card  .010"  thick,  similar  to  UX22-C 

(rotary  press). 

4 9 i/1  dim  deep  blue 

UX22-E.  On  4 5 g/3  dingy  v.  faint  b-g-blue  card  .007"  to  .008"  thick,  similar  to 
UX22-D  (rotary  press). 

49  h/1  med.  deep  blue 

11  The  dates  formerly  accepted  for  the  issuance  of  UX21  (February  12,  1910)  and  UX22  (April  13, 
1910)  were  based  on  information  supplied  to  the  P.  O.  D.  and  appear  in  “A  Description  of  United  States 
Postage  Stamps  and  Postal  Cards”  (Post  Office  Department — 1927).  There  is  considerable  written 
evidence  to  disprove  these  dates,  and  none  to  support  them.  The  master  die  for  UX21  was  turned  over  to 

M.  W.  P.  Zantzinger,  U.  S.  Postal  Card  Agent  (later  Chief  Inspector  of  P.  O.  D.),  against  his  written 

receipt  on  February  18,  1910,  being  within  forty  eight  hours  after  Inspector  Reddy  of  the  New  York  Post 
Office  had  supervised  its  completion,  according  to  his  written  report.  And  although  electrotypes  were 
immediately  made  under  Mr.  Zantzinger’s  supervision,  they  obviously  were  not  available  for  use  prior  to 
the  completion  of  the  master  die.  As  for  UX22,  the  Bureau  did  not  offer  its  solution  to  the  problem  until 
after  rejection  of  the  Tiffany  & Co.  die  which  was  received  on  April  25,  1910.  The  Bureau’s  work  took 
time,  and  the  subject  plates  were  not  turned  over  to  the  GPO  until  a few  days  later.  Other  dates  in  this, 
pamphlet  are  equally  unsupported  by  facts,  and  will  be  noted  in  proper  sequence. 


To  be  Continued 
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Bank  Note  Engraving 

By  W.  L.  Ormsby 

(Editor’s  Note. — This  is  the  sixth  and  concluding  installment  of  Ormsby’ s great  book 
on  Bank  Note  Engraving , begun  in  our  January  1957  issue.  Having  exposed  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  current  “patchwork”  system  of  batik  note  production  in  deterring  the  counter- 
feiters, he  here  explains  his  proposed  remedial  system.  Back  numbers  of  the  Journal 
containing  this  serial  are  available  from  the  Secretary.) 


Part  III, 

A New  System  of  Bank  Note 

Engraving 

In  offering  a new  system  of  Bank  Note  Engraving,  adapted  to  avoid  the  evils  and 
imperfections  which  have  been  proved  to  inhere  in  the  present  system,  the  writer  would 
pretend  to  no  infallible  remedy.  Perhaps  it  is  not  possible  for  the  highest  order  of  genius 
to  invent  that  which  may  not  be  imitated.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a perfect  protection 
against  imitation ; it  were  a proof  of  charlatanry  to  claim  it.  The  most  that  can  be 
exacted  of  a system,  is  the  best  possible  approximation  to  a perfect  security.  And  this, 
it  is  claimed,  that  the  system  developed  in  the  following  pages,  fairly  and  undeniably 
attains. 

Bank  Bills  will  be  most  secure  against  the  arts  of  the  Forger,  when  they  are  so 
constructed  as  to  compel  him  to  resort  to  the  same  methods  in  imitating  the  Note,  as  are 

employed  in  the  original  construction;  or  if  not  the  same,  methods  equally  difficult  and 

costly.  And  this  forms  the  principal  feature  and  distinction  of  our  plan.  It  does  not 

propose  to  baffle  the  Counterfeiter  by  secresy,  but  to  set  his  arts  at  defiance — to  render 

imitation  too  difficult  to  be  remunerative,  and  impossible  without  the  aid  of  artistic  skill 
nearly  equal  to  that  employed  upon  the  original  Note.  It  may  serve  to  show  in  some 
degree,  the  merits  of  the  system,  that  we  are  unable  to  illustrate  it  by  a multitude  of 
engravings,  as  we  have  already  been  able  to  do  in  reference  to  the  old  system.  For, 
while,  it  is  easy  to  produce  Bank  Notes  of  the  present  style,  at  trifling  expense,  the 
illustrations  of  the  proposed  plan  cannot  be  furnished  at  a less  expense  than  would  be 
required  to  provide  original  work  for  Banks. 

The  New  Flan 

We  recommend  the  entire  disuse  of  all  mechanical  contrivances  and  machinery,  and 
a resort  to  the  simplest  means,  openly,  and  in  defiance  of  the  Forger.  The  main  features 
of  the  plan  we  propose  are  the  following: 

First  Requisite. — ONE  DESIGN.- — The  whole  surface  of  the  Bill  should  be  covered 
with  one  unbroken  and  inseparable  design,  with  the  lettering  so  interwoven  by  the  hand 
of  the  Artist,  as  to  form  an  integral  part  of  the  design.  If  this  be  done,  then  the  security 
against  imitation  or  alteration  will  be  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  ingenuity  of  the 
design,  the  talent  of  the  Artist,  and  the  amount  of  labor  bestowed  upon  it.  The  Forger 
will  be  obliged  to  encounter  all  the  difficulty  in  imitating,  which  the  Artist  experienced 
in  constructing. 

The  obstacles  which  the  adoption  of  this  principle  will  throw  in  the  way  of  the 
Counterfeiter  are  obvious.  If  the  Artist  designs  and  engraves  the  whole  Note  at  once, 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  THIRTEEN. 

The  New  System  Partially  Illustrated. 

This  plate  is  introduced  to  show  the  general  appearance  of  the  Notes,  on  the  new  plan.  They  are 
not  designed  expressly  for  the  purpose,  but  are  merely  sections  of  magazine  plates,  which  happen  to  be  in 
the  possession  of  the  writer. 

The  reader  must  imagine  the  whole  lettering  of  the  Bank  Note  to  appear  in  white,  across  the 
whole  design.  Suitable  places  for  the  signatures  of  the  Cashier,  and  President,  could  easily  be 
provided  for. 

Every  Bank  would  have  an  entire  design,  for  each  denomination,  suitable  to  the  name  of  the 
Bank,  and  its  locality. 

The  cost  of  engraving  the  plates  here  represented,  was  about  one  hundred  dollars  each.  The  work, 
though  not  of  the  most  highly  finished  character,  is  sufficiently  elaborate  for  a circulating  Bank  Note. 
Electrotype  copies  of  such  plates  can  be  made  for  ten  dollars  each;  a plate,  therefore,  of  Four  Notes, 
of  the  same  denomination,  would  cost  only  One  Hundred  and  Forty  Dollars. 

If  the  Bank  decides  to  have  a better  quality  of  work — a higher  and  still  more  elaborate  finish  ; the 

field  is  open  for  the  exercise  of  the  highest  order  of  talent,  ingenuity  and  enterprise. 

Whatever  the  Bank  chooses  to  obtain,  on  the  principles  involved  in  the  new  system,  it  is  its 

own  exclusive  property.  No  Artist  will  ever  attempt  to  copy  the  design  for  any  purpose  what- 

ever; and  as  an  Artist  alone  can  copy  it,  and  as  Counterfeiters  are  not  Artists,  nor  Artists  Counter- 
feiters, the  utmost  security  is  attained  by  adopting  the  system. 

As  the  engraving  of  such  plates  involves  the  use  of  no  machinery  whatever,  beyond  the  common 
ruling  machine,  and  no  other  implements  than  those  possessed  by  any,  and  every  Artist,  it  follows  that 
any  and  every  Artist  is,  de  facto,  a Bank  Note  Engraver,  of  more  or  less  merit,  according  to  the 
talent  which  he  naturally  possesses. 


on  the  whole  surface  of  the  plate,  and  never  himself  engraves  another  like  it,  it  cannot 
be  copied  without  the  employment  of  talents,  nearly  equal  to  those  by  -which  it  is  first 
produced. 

If  the  original  plate  is  the  workmanship  of  the  best  Artist  in  the  Country,  it  is 
plain  that  the  utmost  difficulty  will  lie  in  the  way  of  its  imitation. 

If  the  Artist  bestows  upon  the  original  plate  a great  amount  of  work,  the  Forger 
will  encounter  a corresponding  amount  of  difficulty. 

If  the  Artist  employs  no  dies  in  the  execution  of  the  original  work,  no  part  of  the 
genuine  plate  can  get  into  the  hands  of  the  Counterfeiter. 

If  there  be  but  one  picture  upon  a Note,  it  will  he  readily  remembered,  and  counter- 
feits will  be  readily  detected. 

If  the  Artist  employs  only  one  design,  or  vignette,  to  cover  the  whole  Note,  the 
Forger  cannot  get  his  work  done  by  professional  Engravers,  a little  here,  and  a little 
there.  If  the  Artist  will  not  assist  the  Forger,  the  Forger  will  be  compelled  to  rely  upon 
his  own  skill,  and,  in  all  probability  will  not  succeed  in  producing  a passable  imitation. 

The  use  of  a variety  of  designs  and  dies,  arranged  together  in  the  patch-work  sys- 
tem, renders  it  perfectly  easy  for  the  Forger  to  obtain  the  genuine  work  of  honest  Artists 
for  his  fraudulent  purpose.  But  the  employment  of  a single  design — covering  the  whole 
Bill,  would  put  an  end  to  this.  If  a Counterfeiter  wished  to  imitate  a portrait,  he 
could  not  obtain  from  one  Artist  an  eye,  from  another  a nose,  and  from  a third  a fore- 
head; the  very  nature  of  the  work  demands  that  it  should  he  done  by  one  and  the  same 
Artist;  and  no  part  of  it  could  be  engraved  without  a knowledge  of  the  design  for  which 
it  was  to  be  used.  So  would  it  be  if  a single  design,  or  vignette,  were  used  upon  the 
Bank  Bill.  Being  inseparable,  no  part  of  it  could  he  engraved  without  the  whole,  nor 
without  a knowledge  of  the  purpose  to  which  it  was  to  be  applied.  Of  course,  by  this, 
the  Forger’s  greatest  facility  would  be  removed  entirely. 
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Plate  13. 


The  benefit  of  weaving  the  lettering  into  the  design,  is,  that  neither  the  name  of  the 
Bank,  nor  the  denomination  of  the  Note,  can  be  changed,  or  altered.  This  would,  at 
once,  prevent  that  large  class  of  frauds. 

Second  Requisite. — The  second  requisite  of  our  plan  is  the  following:  that  the 
Bank,  which  obtains  a new  design  for  its  Bills,  shall  copy-right  the  Notes,  so  that  the 
design  upon  it  shall  never  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

Let  the  Bank  also  retain  possession  not  only  of  its  plates,  but  of  every  part  of  them, 
in  whatever  shape  or  form  they  may  exist. 

The  benefit  of  this  precaution  would  be,  that  if  a Bank  should  fail,  and  the  steel- 
plates  of  its  Bills  be  sold,  the  Counterfeiter  could  not,  by  obtaining  them,  and  altering 
their  denomination  or  name,  make  them  represent  the  Bills  of  good  Banks,  as  he  can 
now  easily  do.  And  if  the  Bank  Note  Engravers  should  fail,  and  their  stock  be  sold, 
their  plates  and  dies  could  not  be  used  for  counterfeits,  as  they  now  can  be.  Under 
the  present  system,  the  failure  of  one  of  the  large  Engraving  Establishments,  might  prove 
fatal  to  the  circulation  of  every  Bank  that  had  employed  it. 

Third  Requisite. — Another  safeguard,  in  the  case  of  all  issues  of  Free  Banks, 
would  be  obtained  by  entirely  covering  the  back  of  the  Note  with  the  Arms  of  the  State— 
splendidly,  and,  if  possible,  inimitably  engraved,  with  the  denomination  of  the  Note 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  TWO. 

The  Ruling,  and  Medallion  Machines. 

Figure  One. — The  Friction  Ruling  Machine,  in  common  use  among  Engravers.  It  is  repre- 
sented in  a position  to  execute  straight  lines.  By  the  application  of  a brass  rule,  having  an  indented 
edge,  waved  lines  can  also  be  executed  by  the  same  machine. 

Number  One. — The  sliding  carriage,  which  has  a motion  backward  and  forward.  The  use  of 
this  is  to  mark  parallel  lines,  with  the  diamond  point,  through  an  etching  ground,  on  the  Plate. 

Number  Two — represents  the  plate  as  placed  upon  the  bed  of  the  machine,  which  has  a lateral 
motion.  The  diamond  point  is  represented  as  resting  upon  the  plate. 

Number  Three — The  index,  to  regulate  the  width  of  the  lines. 

Number  Four — The  connecting  bar. 

Figure  Two. — The  Medal  Copying  Machine,  which  is  made  precisely  like  the  plain  ruling 
machine,  with  the  exception  of  the  four  upright  supporters  of  the  medal,  and  a very  simple  tracing 
apparatus,  which  is  attached  to  the  carriage. 

Number  One — The  supporters  of  the  medal. 

Number  Two — The  medal  in  a horizontal  position,  with  the  face  downwards. 

Number  Three — The  steel  point  tracer;  the  uneven  motion  of  which,  in  passing  over  the  medal, 
conveys  a corresponding  lateral  motion  to  the  diamond  point  in  passing  over  the  surface  of  the  plate. 

The  medal,  which  is  being  copied,  and  the  plate,  are  moved  along  together,  by  means  of  the  index, 
and  connecting  bar. 

There  are  many  kinds  of  ruling  machines,  some  of  which  are  very  ingenious  and  complicated. 
Those  represented  in  the  engraving,  are  substantially  the  invention  of  the  writer.  Their  simplicity  and 
accuracy  are  generally  commended. 

The  writer  has  another  machine  in  actual  use,  which  is  wound  up  like  a clock,  and  is  made  to 
propel  the  ruling  machine  for  several  hours  without  the  personal  attention  of  any  one.  The  weight 
employed  is  about  three  hundred  pounds,  and  the  fall,  sixty  feet. 


inseparably  interwoven.  This  plate  should  be  sedulously  kept  in  the  Bank  Department, 
and  in  no  other  place;  and  the  printing  upon  all  Bills  done  by  the  Department;  for  which, 
if  a small  remuneration  were  charged,  the  profit  might  defray,  perhaps,  the  entire 
expenses  of  the  Department. 

It  being  also  one  design,  would  not  only  ornament  the  Bill,  but  double  the  difficulty 
to  the  Counterfeiter,  who  being  unable  to  procure  it  piece-meal  and  by  fraud,  would  be 
obliged  to  engrave  it  himself. 

It  would  moreever  furnish  the  people  a ready  means  of  comparing  one  Note  with 
any  other,  and  would  give  an  additional  means  of  influence  to  the  Bank  Department. 

Fourth  Requisite. — Another  source  of  safety  we  recommend,  is,  to  throw  the 
business  of  engraving  Bank  Notes  open  to  all  Artists,  who  are  competent.  Let  any 
Artist  design  and  execute  a single  Note  plate,  of  any  denomination,  according  to  the  pre- 
ceding rules:  and  let  a plate  of  three  or  four  Notes  be  made  by  multiplying  it,  by  means 
of  the  electrotype  process,  which  is  the  simplest  and  most  accurate  of  all  “transferring” 
processes.  The  original  plate  being  thus  only  used  for  producing  the  copies,  could  never 
wear  out,  or  require  repair. 

Fifth  Requisite. — It  would  furnish  another  great  security  against  that  species  of 
counterfeiting  which  consists  in  altering  the  denomination  of  Notes,  to  enact  a law  requir- 
ing uniformity  of  sizes  in  all  the  Bills  of  a State.  The  different  denominations  should  he 
of  different  size — the  one  dollar  Notes  being  a trifle  smaller  than  those  of  two;  and 
increasing  in  size,  with  the  increase  of  the  denomination.  This  would  enable  every 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  THREE. 

Bank  Note  Vignettes. 

This  plate  represents  the  style  of  vignettes  usually  employed  to  embellish  Bank  Notes.  The  busi- 
ness of  Bank  Note  Engraving  presents  a very  rare  feature  in  the  accumulation  of  stock.  Every  new  die, 
for  every  new  Bank,  is  not  only  paid  for  by  the  Institution  in  the  first  order  received,  but  is  retained 
by  the  Artists,  and  is  used,  as  occasion  requires,  for  other  purposes.  Hence,  a successful  business  for 
a few  years  is  sure  to  accumulate  a large  stock;  giving  the  very  erroneous  impression  that  a large 
amount  of  capital  is  necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  business  of  Bank  Note  Engraving,  in  the  first 
instance. 

A particular  description  of  each  vignette  on  this  Plate  is  unnecessary;  yet  there  is  one  which 

requires  extraordinary  notice. 

Number  Two — The  Comptroller’s  die,  representing  the  State  Arms  of  Michigan.  All  the  States 
that  have  adopted  the  Free  Banking  system,  have  had  a small  vignette  stamped  on  all  the  Bills  of 
every  denomination.  The  question  naturally  arises;  for  what  purpose  is  this  done?  It  cannot  be  to 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  Counterfeiter,  because  we  have  already  proved  that  it  actually 

assists  him.  There  must  be  some  reason  for  the  employment  of  this  die,  and  we  think  it  will  be 

found  in  this  fact;  the  Comptroller  decides  what  Bank  Note  Engravers  shall  be  permitted  to  use  it; 

in  other  words,  he  compels  the  Banks  to  employ  certain  Bank  Note  Engraving  establishments  which  he 
designates,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others ; and  thereby  assists  in  keeping  up  a monopoly  of  the  business, 
without  the  remotest  claim  to  any  object  having  the  public  welfare  in  view.  He  is  doubtless  urged  to 
this  course  by  parties  interested.  The  great  question  of  rendering  Bank  Notes  secure  against  forgery, 
has  never  been  raised  in  this  country.  The  only  questions  seem  to  be,  who  executes  the  most  beautiful 
looking  Notes,  and  who  charge  the  highest  prices  for  them. 

We  are  informed  that  a Comptroller  of  one  of  the  States  asserted,  that  he  “would  not  allow  any 
half-price  establishments  to  execute  Bank  Note  engraving;”  thereby  showing,  conclusively,  that  his  idea 
of  security  against  forgery,  had  a beginning  and  an  end,  in  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  work,  and  in 
the  particular  establishments  employed  to  execute  it! 

Such  a resolution  on  the  part  of  the  Comptroller  would,  of  course,  receive  the  hearty  approval  of 
the  Bank  Note  Engravers,  already  established ; and  if  the  Comptroller  should  decide  to  have  two,  or 
three,  or  more  dies,  stamped  on  all  the  Bills,  the  Bank  Note  Engravers  would,  of  course,  favor  the 
project,  for  the  reason,  that  it  saves  them  much  labor,  and  presents  additional  difficulties  to  the  success 
of  new  and  rival  establishments! 

Such  resolutions,  moreover,  would  receive  the  highest  applause  of  Counterfeiters  themselves, 
whose  trade  is  benefitted  no  less,  by  such  favors,  than  that  of  the  genuine  Engravers  ! ! 


observer  to  detect  any  alterations  of  denomination,  and  to  measure  the  amount  of  a Note 
by  a footrule.  It  would  put  an  end  also  to  another  frequent  and  dangerous  species  of 
counterfeiting, — the  cutting  of  Notes  into  pieces,  and  making  five  forged  Notes  out  of 
four  genuine  ones. 

Sixth  Requisite. — It  would  add  much  to  the  convenience  and  security  of  a system 
of  Bank  Note  Engraving,  to  require  that  the  designs  for  Bills,  should  observe  some 
principle  of  indicating  the  locality  of  the  Bank,  or  of  the  Town,  or  State,  or  at  least,  the 
section  of  Country,  to  which  they  belong.  A view,  for  example,  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
might  form  a part  of  a design  to  designate  an  Institution  created  in  that  section  of  Coun- 
try. The  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  for  a Bank  in  Charlestown,  or  Boston.  By  this  means 
the  public  might  become  more  easily  familiar  with  the  designs  of  the  various  Bank  Notes 
of  the  country,  so  that  a spurious  vignette  could  not  be  passed  off.  As  it  now  is,  there 
is  perfect  confusion  of  designs.  Not  even  the  most  scrutinizing  broker  pretends  to  keep 
account  of  all  the  vignettes  adopted  for  the  various  Bills  of  the  Banks,  on  all  their 
denominations. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  completely  to  realize  the  benefit  of  the  proposed  plan,  legis- 
lative enactments  will  be  necessary.  But  the  principle  of  these  benefits  can  be  secured  at 
once,  without  any  such  legal  interpositions.  A reform  may  be  commenc'd  by  any  Banking 
Institution,  the  result  of  which  will  surpass  any  preconceived  conceptions. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  ELEVEN. 

Vignettes  in  Common  Use. 

The  writer  has  found  it  necessary  in  the  regular  course  of  business,  to  display  his  whole  collection 
of  vignettes,  and  other  dies,  to  his  customers  for  their  selection  in  making  out  designs,  for  Checks,  Bills 
of  Exchange,  Certificates  of  Stock,  Labels,  etc.  For  this  purpose  a pamphlet  form  was  adopted.  The 
dies  were  transferred  into  a series  of  plates,  regularly  paged  and  numbered,  from  which  impressions  were 
printed  and  bound  up  together. 

This  plate  is  known  as  Number  Three,  in  the  published  collection  alluded  to. 

Nearly  all  the  vignettes  of  this  plate  were  originally  employed  by  Casilear  k Co.,  and  Burton, 
Edmonds,  & Co.,  in  Bank  Note  Engraving.  Exact  duplicates  of  many  of  them  may  be  found  on 
genuine  Bank  Notes  now  in  circulation. 

We  might  collect  hundreds  of  such  vignettes,  and  publish  them,  with  a concise  history  of  the 
origin  and  use,  of  each  particular  vignette: — indeed,  we  have  had  such  a work  in  contemplation  for 
some  time.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  a very  efficient  Counterfeit  detector;  since  these  plates  are  so 
thoroughly  scattered  over  the  country,  that  Counterfeiters  obtain  them  in  various  ways,  and  employ  them 
in  their  fraudulent  issues. 


Objections 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  every  objection  which  interested  and  ingenious  minds 
may  suggest  to  the  details  of  our  system  can  he  anticipated.  No  criticism,  nor  reproach 
will  be  withheld,  to  dispute  its  claims.  But  some  of  the  more  obvious  of  these  objections, 
which  will  be  apt  to  rise  in  the  mind  of  the  candid  inquirer,  we  will  consider. 

If  it  be  asked — Will  Bank  Notes  engraved  upon  the  proposed  system  cost  more  than 
those  engraved  upon  the  present  system,  we  answer,  unhesitatingly,  No. 

The  charge  now  made  for  engraving  a Bank  Note  plate,  is  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-five  dollars,  each  Note.  A plate  constructed  upon  the  new  system,  might  cost 
Two  Hundred  dollars,  including  the  design  and  engraving  for  the  single  Note.  But  this 
may  he  multiplied  by  the  electrotype  process,  so  as  to  make  a plate  of  two  or  four  Notes, 
for  Ten  dollars  each  copy.  The  cost  therefore  of  a plate  of  four  Notes,  of  one  denomina- 
tion, would  be  Two  Hundred  and  Forty  dollars:  while  the  cost  of  such  a plate  of  four 
Notes,  in  the  present  system  is,  as  Bankers  well  know,  Five  Hundred  dollars.  The  print- 
ing of  a plate  of  four  Notes,  ought  not  to  cost  the  Bank  more  than  Two  dollars  per  hun- 
dred impressions. 

Will  the  proposed  system  require  a longer  time  to  execute  the  work? 

Not  in  the  aggregate;  for  if  speed  be  required,  one  Artist  would  be  employed  on  each 
Note  separately:  and  two,  three,  or  more  plates  would  be  obtained  just  as  readily  as  one, 
both  in  the  engraving,  and  in  producing  plates  of  four  Notes,  by  the  electrotype  process; 
and  any  number  of  presses  could  soon  be  put  in  requisition  to  print  a large  number.  The 
time  lost  in  the  engraving,  would  be  more  than  made  up  in  the  printing. 

Are  there  good  Engravers  enough  in  the  Country  to  execute  the  work  required  by  the 
Banks,  on  the  proposed  system? 

We  answer,  unhesitatingly,  that  there  are.  And  no  inconsiderable  benefit  of  the  pro- 
posed system  would  be  found  in  the  distribution  of  the  business  of  Bank  Note  Engraving, 
which  it  would  effect.  Instead  of  being  confined  to  three  or  four  firms,  a hundred  or  more 
Artists  would  be  employed  in  the  business — and  the  public  security  would  be  promoted 
by  it.  The  safety  of  the  public  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  interest  and  convenience 
of  a few  Engravers.  It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  while  the  skill  and  genius  of 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  PLATE  TWELVE. 

Vignettes  in  Common  Use. 

Plate  Twelve  is  one  of  the  series  before  mentioned,  known  as  Plate  Number  One.  All  the 
vignettes  on  this  and  the  foregoing  plate  are  transferred  to  order,  for  Artists  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
at  a price  varying  from  fifty  cents,  to  five  dollars. 

When  the  impression  from  a die  leaves  our  own  hands,  we  can  have  no  further  control  over  it. 
The  same  is  true  of  every  Bank  Note  Engraver.  When  plates  leave  his  office,  all  further  control  over 
the  ultimate  use  of  the  vignettes  stamped  upon  them,  is  entirely  lost,  and  the  original  Artists  are  not 
at  all  accountable  for  any  use,  to  which  they  may  be  subsequently  employed. 

With  the  exception  of  figures  nineteen  and  twenty-three,  the  history  of  every  die  on  this  plate, 
were  it  possible  to  obtain  it,  would  form  an  interesting  story. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  the  names  of  the  Artists  who  engraved  these  original  Bank  Note 
vignettes.  We  do  so  in  order  to  demonstrate  that  the  work  of  our  best  Engravers  in  the  patch-work 
system  of  constructing  Bank  Notes,  affords  no  security  against  fraud ; and  not  in  the  least  as  reflecting 
the  slightest  blame  upon  the  Artists  themselves. 

Numbers  Twenty,  Thirteen,  Eleven,  and  Twenty-Four,  were  engraved,  many  years  since, 
by  A.  B.  Durand,  Esq.,  P.  N.  A. 

Numbers  Twelve,  Eight,  Ten,  and  Twenty-Five,  were  designed,  and  engraved,  by  J.  W.  Casi- 
lear,  Esq.,  now  a member  of  the  eminent  firm  of  Toppan,  Carpenter,  Casilear  & Co. 

Number  One,  engraved  by  V.  Balch,  Esq. 

Numbers  Three,  Five,  Six,  and  Seven,  were  designed  and  engraved  by  Wm.  S.  Barnard. 

Numbers  Two,  and  Twenty-Three,  engraved  by  W.  L.  Ormsby. 

Number  Fifteen  is  a vignette  which  the  highly  distinguished  Bank  Note  Engraving  firm  of 
Toppan  & Co.  transferred  on  a steel  Label  plate,  which  was  purchased  by  the  writer.  The  plate  was 
subsequently  cut  up,  and  this  die  was  taken  up  on  a cylinder,  and  transferred  to  this  Plate. 


the  best  Engraver  may  find  proper  scope  in  Bank  Note  Engraving,  the  highest  style  of  art 
is  not  requisite,  as  a means  of  guarding  against  counterfeiting.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
beauty  of  the  engraving  upon  a Bank  Note  is  soon  effaced  by  circulation.  The  Counter- 
feiter, therefore,  never  imitates  a newly  issued  Bill,  but  reserves  his  attacks  for  those 
which  have  been  worn.  There  is  but  little  practical  utility,  therefore,  in  employing  highly 
finished  vignettes,  unless  the  practice  of  the  Bank  of  England  be  adopted,  of  destroying 
the  Notes  which  have  been  once  issued  and  returned.  If  Bank  Notes  are  made  by  means 
of  dies,  there  is  no  security  against  counterfeiting,  however  elegant  they  may  be. 

Is  the  proposed  system  as  safe  in  respect  to  the  fraudulent  circulation  of  loose  Bills 
from  genuine  plates? 

It  cannot  be  more  unsafe  than  the  present  system.  If  any  practical  Artists  were 
inclined  to  dishonesty,  the  present  system  enables  them  to  obtain  the  genuine  dies,  and 
genuine  work,  in  a variety  of  ways;  and  the  Country  might  be  flooded,  to  a still  more 
alarming  degree,  with  well  engraved  counterfeit  Bank  Notes,  without  any  clue  to  their 
source. 

But  in  the  new  plan,  the  Artist  would  be  strongly  interested  in  guarding  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  by  the  Banks,  since  the  appearance  of  his  genuine  work  on  a counterfeit 
Note  would  be  traced  directly  to  him,  and  could  not  be  obtained  from  any  other  source 
without  incurring  an  amount  of  labor  and  expense  which  would  not  remunerate  the 

Counterfeiter.  He  could  not  obtain  a part  of  the  plate  of  one  Engraver,  on  one  pre- 

tence, and  a part  of  another,  on  another  pretence.  Nor  could  he  obtain  old  broken  Bank 
plates,  and  later  the  lettering  upon  them,  as  he  now  does.  The  design  being  one  and 

indivisible,  no  part  of  it  could  be  obtained  without  the  other  part,  nor  without  the  pur- 

pose of  it  being  known.  The  design  also  covering  the  whole  surface  of  the  plate,  and 
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embracing  as  an  integral  part  of  it,  all  the  necessary  lettering  and  devices,  it  could  not  be 
altered,  without  so  defacing  it,  as  to  make  the  counterfeit  at  once  discernable. 

Under  the  present  system,  a Counterfeiter  can  collect  plates  here  and  there,  and 
compose  them  together  into  the  required  form,  so  as  to  imitate  any,  or  all  the  Bank  Notes 
in  the  country,  with  the  genuine  work  of  the  very  Artists  employed  by  the  Banks  to  do 
their  work.  As  the  different  parts  of  the  Bill  can  be  separated  from  each  other,  one  por- 
tion may  be  obtained  of  one,  and  another  of  another,  and  the  fraudulent  intent  may  not 
be  detected  till  the  last  finishing  touch  of  printing  be  given.  Counterfeiters  now  seldom 
attempt  the  superfluous  folly  of  engraving  a Note  anew:  their  work  is  done  to  their 
hands  and  scattered  over  the  country  in  the  form  of  Checks,  Labels,  Bills  of  Exchange,  etc. 

Will  the  new  system  prevent  the  alteration  of  Bank  Notes? 

Most  effectually  and  decidedly,  it  will.  No  one  wTould  attempt  to  erase  one  word 
and  substitute  another  in  Bank  Bills  engraved  and  printed  on  this  plan.  The  Artist  him- 
self w'ould  never  attempt  to  alter  the  plate  by  taking  out  one  line  of  lettering,  and  en- 
graving in  another.  He  would  at  once  pronounce  it  impossible  to  be  done  in  any  proper 
manner. 

The  viewT  of  a building,  a landscape,  or  a historical  subject,  where  the  lettering  would 
be  wroven  into  the  wffiole  design,  the  full  size  of  a Bank  Note,  by  the  hand  of  the  Artist, 
wrould  soon  become  familiar  to  every  business  man,  and  any  attempted  alteration  in  it 
wrould  be  discovered  at  once. 

Will  the  new  system  prevent  counterfeiting? 

We  confidently  assert  that  it  presents  the  greatest  amount  of  difficulties  to  the 
Counterfeiter. 

If  Artists  turn  Counterfeiters,  there  is  no  protection  in  any  work  of  art.  All  we 
pretend  to  do  is,  to  compel  the  Counterfeiter  to  resort  to  the  same  process  to  produce  a 
copy,  that  is  used  in  producing  the  original;  thus,  wTe  fix  upon  the  forgery  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  original.  We  make  it  impossible  for  the  Counterfeiter  to  obtain  any  part  of  his 
plate  from  the  honest  Artist,  under  any  pretence.  We  make  the  intent  of  the  Forger 
evident  at  the  very  first  step  in  the  process  of  counterfeiting, — namely,  that  of  tracing 
the  whole  design  of  the  Note  on  the  plate,  preparatory  to  engraving.  And  we  render  it 
impossible  for  him  to  use  the  plate  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  one  first  designed. 
The  Counterfeiter,  being  forced  to  use  his  own  skill  in  engraving,  wrould  be  obliged,  in 
order  to  be  at  all  successful,  to  possess  the  combined  talent  of  a landscape,  portrait,  his- 
torical and  wrriting  Engraver,  which  is  rarely  found  in  any  professional  Artist,  in  any 
country.  If  he  should  be  a good  picture  Engraver,  he  might  not  be  able  to  execute  letters 
well;  and  vice  versa.  But  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  in  the  present  patch-wmrk  system, 
the  Counterfeiter  is  not  compelled  to  execute  anything  himself,  except  the  mechanical 
process  of  filing,  fitting,  and  electrotyping  his  separate  pieces. 

A Patent  Patch*  Work  Mill 

Since  the  present  work  was  commenced,  another  variety  of  the  patch-work  system  has 
been  issued,  with  some  ingenious,  but  impotent  variations,  made  in  the  vain  hope  of  pre- 
venting alterations  in  the  denomination.  The  Inventors  have  filed  a caveat  in  the  Patent- 
office;  but  what  there  is  in  the  invention  worthy  of  a patent,  we  are  unable  to  discover. 

The  following  notice  of  the  new  Bill  is  taken  from  Thompson’s  Reporter: 

“In  executing  the  Notes  for  the  National  Bank,  D.  C.,  the  Engravers,  Messrs.  Dan- 
“forth,  Bald,  & Co.,  have  adopted  a perfect  guard  against  altering  Notes  from  a lower 
“to  a higher  denomination.  It  is  simply  this:  on  the  right  margin  of  the  ones  is  one 
“border,  on  the  twos,  two  borders;  and  on  the  threes,  three  borders,  etc.  The  reading 
“of  the  Notes  comes  plump  up  to  the  borders,  rendering  it  impossible  to  alter  the  Notes 
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“without  distorting  their  proportions.  These  Notes  are  peculiar,  and  unlike  any  other 
“Bank  Notes  in  another  particular — on  the  left  end  is  a very  large  vignette  or  hemisphere, 
“surmounted  by  an  eagle.  Altogether  these  are  the  most  unique  and  pleasing  specimens 
“of  Bank  Note  Engraving,  we  have  ever  seen.” 

Instead  of  being  secure  against  alterations,  this  is  the  easiest  of  all  Bills  we  remember 
to  have  seen,  both  to  alter  and  to  counterfeit.  In  the  right  margin  of  the  Three,  wffiich  is 
intended  to  be  composed  of  three  borders,  a lathe  work  denomination  Three  appears  in 
the  centre.  A Counterfeiter  might  substitute  a Fifty  denomination  for  the  Three,  which 
W'ould  almost  defy  the  closest  scrutiny.  The  margin  would  then  appear  to  the  public 
a beautiful  50,  perfect  in  every  respect,  and  would  pass  as  such  without  any  notice  of  the 
confused  lathe  work  borders,  which  might  pass  as  representing  fifty  borders  instead  of 
three.  The  Banks  would  discover  the  cheat  of  course — as  they  always  do;  but  the  trades- 
man would  not.  Besides  this  mode  of  altering  the  note,  the  Counterfeiter  could  cut  off 
the  entire  margin,  and  substitute  another  of  his  own,  of  a fifty,  or  a hundred.  He  could 
extract  the  ink  on  the  margin,  and  print  in  another  denomination.  The  margin  is  com- 
posed of  many  separate  and  distinct  pieces  of  work,  which  could  be  procured,  if  need  be, 
by  the  Counterfeiter,  of  as  many  different  Engravers,  for  apparently  an  honest  purpose. 
The  pieces  could  be  matched  together,  and  electrotyped,  to  give  a copper-plate  counter- 
feit in  a sufficiently  perfect  fac-simile,  to  deceive  the  best  judges.  The  letters  Three  in 
the  other  part  of  the  Note,  could  easily  be  extracted  and  the  word  Fifty  substituted. 
There  is  not  a particle  of  security  effected  against  alterations  in  this  plan,  so  far  as  the 
public  are  concerned;  indeed,  it  appears  to  be  an  assistance  to  the  Counterfeiter,  by 
making  his  trade  easy. 

Now  in  regard  to  the  “very  large  Vignette,  or  Hemisphere,  surmounted  by  an 
Eagle,”  wre  will  remark,  that  if  it  possesses  any  merit,  why  not  let  it  cover  the  wffiole 
Note,  and  have  all  the  lettering  interwoven  in  the  Hemisphere?  This  would  be  too 
much  labor,  and  would  take  too  long  a time;  and  no  dies  which  are  already  on  hand, 
could  be  wmrked  in,  to  fill  up,  and  make  a great  show.  With  all  its  vaunted  security,  it 
is  but  a patch-wTork  Bill,  and  the  twTenty  or  thirty  pieces  of  wffiich  it  is  composed,  might 
be  procured  of  as  many  Artists  in  various  places  without  the  ulterior  design  of  the  Forger 
being  discovered  or  suspected.  The  eagle  surmounting  the  hemisphere,  is  one  which  has 
been  used  so  many  times,  that  it  possesses  little  interest,  and  no  security.  An  eagle  very 
much  like  it,  is  in  common  use  on  labels,  etc.  The  large  hemisphere  is  produced  by  a 
straight  line  ruling  machine,  one  of  wffiich  that  wTill  execute  the  work  as  perfectly,  can  be 
bought  for  fifty  dollars. 

There  will,  no  doubt,  be  many  more  attempts  to  vary  the  patch-work  style  of  the 
Bank  Note,  in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  abandoning  altogether  the  use  of  machinery 
in  engraving  the  plates.  Caveats  may  be  filed  and  patents  aDplied  for,  in  order  to  foster 
the  present  system,  for  the  convenience  of  a few  Artists.  They  may  amuse  the  public, 
and  promote  the  interests  of  Engravers  by  enabling  them  to  use  their  dies  again;  but 
they  furnish  no  security  against  counterfeiting.  As  long  as  they  are  persisted  in,  the  pub- 
lic will  be  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  fraudulent.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  continued 
use  of  dies  and  machinery  is  morally  wrong.  The  only  adequate  security  lies  in  having 
all  Bank  Notes  engraved  by  the  hand  of  the  Artist,  and  with  designs  covering  the  whole 
surface,  one  and  indivisible. 


A Crowning  Evidence  in  Favor  of  Our  System 

It  will  furnish  a striking  proof  of  the  ease  with  which  the  Counterfeiter  can  per- 
petuate his  fraud,  under  the  present  system,  to  apprise  the  reader  that  Plates  T hree,  Four, 
Five,  Six,  Seven,  Eight,  Nine,  and  Ten,  were  executed  by  a son  of  the  writer,  a young 

[Editor’s  Note: — Plates  4,  5 and  7 referred  to  above  were  illustrated  in  Jotjrnal  No.  53,  Plates  6 
and  8 in  No.  54,  and  Plates  9 and  10  in  No.  55.] 


82 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  58 


man  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  could  never  have  succeeded  in  producing  a single  one  of 
them  if  compelled  to  rely  on  his  own  skill  as  an  Artist.  The  accompanying  figure  is  the 
genuine  work  of  the  same  hand,  the  best  that  he  is  able  to  execute.  The  figure  from  which 
this  is  copied  may  be  seen  on  Plate  Eleven,  Number  Twenty-four. 

Yet  with  all  his  inexperience  and  inefficiency  as  an  Artist,  he  can  make  perfect  copies 
of  any  Bank  Note  in  this  country,  by  the  simple  means  of  procuring  a part  of  the  Note 
from  one  Artist,  and  a part  from  another,  and  patching  them  together;  without  any 
suspicion  of  his  ultimate  object  being  apparent. 

No  such  royal  road  to  crime  is  afforded  by  the  system  we  here  propose.  In  this 
PLAN,  HE  WOULD  BE  COMPELLED  TO  EXECUTE  ALL  THE  WORK  HIMSELF,  OR  DISCLOSE  HIS 
DESIGN  TO  OTHERS,  EITHER  OF  WHICH  WOULD  BE  FATAL  TO  HIS  PROJECT. 

[The  End.] 


1 —— MV  A-J-f  Win  

Argentina 

A Plea  and  A Response 

By  George  W.  Caldwell 

The  1956-57  polio  epidemic  brought  the  Argentine  government  face  to  face  with  a 
financial  problem  in  its  drive  to  control  this  dread  disease.  In  part,  this  problem  was 
solved  by  the  issuance  of  a semi-postal  stamp  (Scott’s  SP9).  The  vignette  depicts  a 
hand  caressing  the  forehead  of  a woman’s  upturned  face,  taken  from  a painting  by  the 
famous  Florentine  artist,  Antonio  Allegri  Correggio  (1494-1534),  and  dating  back  more 
than  400  years.  This  stamp  was  rotogravure  printed  in  the  Argentine  Mint  under  Decree 
No.  5150,  dated  March  21,  1956. 

By  way  of  expressing  appreciation  for  the  public  response  in  this  polio  drive,  Argen- 
tina issued  a One  Peso  airmail  stamp  September  30,  1956  (Scott’s  AP119),  on  which,  in 
translation,  we  read  “Gratitude  of  the  Argentine  children  to  the  people  of  the  world. 
The  nude  child  depicted  on  this  stamp  was  taken  from  the  lower  right  portion  of  a group 
picture  titled  “Virgin  of  the  Rock’’  painted  by  the  world  famed  Leonardo  da  Vinci 
(1452-1519).  The  stamp  was  produced  by  rotogravure  in  the  Argentine  Mint  under 
Decree  No.  11289,  dated  June  26,  1956. 
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E*P  Society  Catalo 
Essays  and  Proofs 


Actually  Seen  by  the  Catalog  Committee 


Kenneth  Minuse,  Chairman 


All  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  based  on  Scott’s  Standard  Postage  Stamp  Catalogue 
numbers  with  suffix  of  E for  Essay  and  P for  Proof,  plus  a capital  letter  for  each  design 
and  a small  lower  case  letter  for  varieties.  Illustrations  are  \]/z  natural  size. 

Our  Definitions.  See  Journal  No.  i,  p.  31. 

Color  numbers  are  from  Ridgway’s  Color  Standards,  with  Brazer’s  color  names.  See 
Journal  No.  i,  p.  34.  The  previously  named  dismal  set  are  now  named  dingy. 

Values  where  given  are  about  20  percent  above  current  retail  prices.  Pricing  is 
relative. 

The  Committee  will  welcome  any  information  as  to  values  of  items  listed  and  submis- 
sions for  listings  and  illustration  of  all  foreign  essays  and  proofs  not  now  listed  in 
Brazer’s  nor  Scott’s  U.  S.  catalogs.  Submissions  should  be  sent  by  registered  mail  with 
self-addressed  and  stamped  envelope  for  return.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  gradually 
accumulate  a list  of  all  known  in  private  ownership. 

Identification  may  be  given  by  number  only,  thus — 87E-A  i/i,  which  can  be  trans- 
lated into  correct  color  name  by  use  of  chart  on  page  38  of  Journal  No.  i. 

Note — India  paper  when  printed  is  pressed  on  cardboard  backing  and  many  impres- 
sions are  found  adhering  to  this  original  cardboard  backing.  All  listings  are  imperforate 
unless  otherwise  stated. 


C — Canceled 
E — Essay 
P — Proof 

N — Normal  color  proof 
TC — Trial  Color  proof 
S — Specimen  overprint, 
plus  type  A,  etc. 
v. — vertical  reading  up 


ABBREVIATIONS 

h. — horizontal 
d. — diagonal 
t. — top 

b.  — bottom 

c.  — center 
1. — left 

r. — right 

1 — die  print  large  margins 


2 —  die  print  small  margins 

3 —  plate  proof  on  India  paper 

4 —  plate  proof  on  cardboard 

5 —  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper 

imperf. 

6 —  plate  proof  on  stamp  paper 

perf. 

7 —  plate  proof  on  experimental 

paper 


Norway 

1911  Essay  Competition. 

1011. 

74E-AG.  1 Ore. 

Printed  on  very  thin  white  wove 
un watermarked  paper  (wove  pat- 
tern very  regular  and  clear),  perf. 


11%,  gummed. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

75E-AG.  2 Ore. 

As  74  E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

7GE-A6.  3 Ore. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 


V 


I 


74E-A 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

77E-AG.  5 Ore. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 
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7 9a  E-A  80E-A 

79aE-A0.  8 Ore. 

As  7 4 E-A  6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

80E-A6.  10  Ore. 

As  7 4E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 


15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

17  k/0  dark  y-y-orange  1.25 


87  E-A 
89E-A 


83E-A  85E-A 

83E-A6.  15  Ore. 

As  7 4 E-A  6. 

9 in/ 3 dusky  dingy  o-r- 
orange 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange 
85E-A6.  20  Ore. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 
orange 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange 
87E-A0.  25  Ore. 

As  7 4 E-A 6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 
orange 


1.25 

1.25 


1.25 

1.25 


1.25 


94  E-A 

95  E-A 
95a  E-A 
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89E-AG.  30  Ore. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

94E-AG.  50  Ore. 

AS  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

11  m/5  orange-black  1.25 

15  l/O  deep  y-orange  1.25 

95E-AG.  00  Ore. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.25 

11  m/5  orange-black  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

95aE-AG.  75  Ore. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange  1.2  5 

11  m/5  orange-black  1.2  5 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 


11  m/5  orange-black  1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 


' * <8  * *%«■***►.$*,*» 


95bE-A 
95c  E- A 


'95bE-AG.  1 Kroner. 

As  74E-A6. 

9 m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 


orange 

1.25 

11 

m/5  orange-black 

1.25 

15 

i/0  deep  y-orange 

1.25 

17 

k/0  dark  y-y-orange 

1.25 

:95cE-AG.  2 Kroner. 

As 

74E-A6. 

9 

m/3  dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange 

1.25 

95dE-A 


95dE-A6.  5 Kroner. 


As  7 4E-A6. 

9 in/ 3 dusky  dingy  o-r- 

orange 

1.25 

11  m/5  orange-black 

1.25 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange 

1.25 

17  k/0  dark  y-y-orange 

1.25 

The  above  16  essays  are  said 
imperforate  in  11  colors. 

to  exist 

77E-D 


77E-DG.  5 Ore. 

On  very  thin  white  wove  unwater- 
marked paper,  perf.  ll1/^,  gummed. 

1 i/1  dim  deep  red  1.25 

This  essay  is  said  to  exist  also  in 
blue  and  in  green. 

76E-BG.  3 Ore. 

Typographed  on  very  thin  white 
wove  unwatermarked  paper,  perf. 
HV2,  gummed. 

15  i/0  deep  y-orange  1.25 

77E-BG.  5/ Ore. 

As  76E-B6. 

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y-green  1.25 
77E-CG.  5 Ore. 

As  76E-B6. 

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y-green  1.25 
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76E-B  77E-B 

80E-B  85E-B 

77E-C  94E-B 


80E-BG.  10  Ore. 

As  76E-B6. 

1-/1  dim  red  1.25 

85E-B0.  20  Ore. 

As  76E-B6. 

47  k/2  dull  dark  g-b-blue  1.25 
94E-B6.  50  Ore. 

As  76E-B6. 

7 k/0  dark  r-orange  1.25 

Each  of  the  above  6 essays  is  said  to 
exist  in  sheets  of  6 subjects  (2  wide)  in 
each  of  the  colors  listed  above.  Catalog 
value  $6  00 


New  SoiatJh  Wales 

By  Perkins,  Bacon  & Co.,  London. 
1801. 

44TC5.  5 Shillings. 

Plate  proofs  on  Large  Star  water- 
marked paper  (Scott’s  Wmk.  No. 
6)  (scarce). 

13  m/2  dull  dusky  o-y- 

orange  (brown)  

33  m/1  dim  dusky  g-y- 

green  


Nicaragua 

By  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  N.  Y. 
1862. 

1TC3S-B0.  2 Centavos. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

71  o/5  black  overprinted 
SPECIMEN  diagon- 
ally in  deep  red  4.00 

IPS.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

48  n/1  dim  v.  dusky  m. 

g-b-blue  (N)  5.00 

2TC3.  5 Centavos. 

Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

13  i/0  deep  o-y-orange  4.50 

2TC3S-Bd.  Plate  proof  on  India  paper. 

48  n/1  dim  v.  dusky  m.  g-b- 
blue  Overprinted 
SPECIMEN  diagon- 
ally in  deep  red  3.50 

Overprinted  SPECIMEN  di- 
agonally in  orange  4.00 


By  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  N.  Y. 
1807. 

lTC2c.  U Real. 

From  A.  B.  N.  Co.  sheet  of  color 
examples  of  their  work  (See  Jour- 
nal 5 cover). 

Die  proof  on  17  V2  dull  v.  faint  o- 
yellow  wove  paper  .0025"  thick, 
privately  perf.  12.  (No  duplicate 
colors  known). 

37  n/3  dingy  v.  dusky 

g-b-green  15.00 


France— Tlie  Type  Sage  Die 

In  the  December  7,  1957  issue  of  Weekly  Philatelic  Gossip  (LXV/15/pp  410-411), 
Nathan  Hals,  Vice-President  of  the  France  & Colonies  Group,  writing  under  the  title 
“Priority  of  Types  in  the  Sage  Issue  of  France”  (Scott’s  A15),  presents  a collation  or 
summation  of  the  published  literature  on  this  subject.  Included  is  a bibliography  of 
fourteen  sources  keyed  to  the  text.  The  author  states  that  he  himself  has  added  no 
original  research  in  this  article. 

Without  comment,  we  call  attention  to  this  article  because  of  its  reference  value. — 

G.  W.  C. 
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Report  of  Auction  Sales  of  Proofs 


Auctioneers  desiring  their  sales  reported  should  send  prices  realized  to  the 
Editor,  or  for  sales  of  British  Commonwealth  essays  and  proofs,  send  to  Kenneth 
Minuse,  123  6 Grand  Concourse,  New  York  5 6,  N.  Y.  When  sales  are  not  reported,  no 
prices  realized  were  received,  or  items  were  imperfect  or  not  important. 

Auction  catalogs  should  illustrate  all  essays  not  illustrated  in  standard  catalogs. 

Our  essay  and  proof  numbers  are  Scott’s  stamp  numbers  with  E.  P.  S.  Catalog 
abbreviations.  See  E.  P.  S.  Catalog  definitions  in  every  Journal  Catalog. 

U.  S.  essays  numbers  are  from  Brazer’s  “Catalog  of  Essays  for  U.  S.  Adhesive 
Stamps’’  and  its  addenda. 


H.  R.  Harmer,  Inc.,  New  York,  Feb.  27,  1958 


From  the  Caroline  Prentice  Cromwell  Collection 

Canada 


1903-08  De  La  Rue  essay  with  vignette  of  Edward  VII  with  fur  mantel 
(similar  to  1903-08  issue),  frame  reading  “DE  LA  RUE  & 
COMPY”  and  “Id’’,  die  proof  in  black  on  glazed  card  (9 3x6 1mm) 

dated  “29  JUL  03”  E 

Similar  essay,  similarly  dated  but  stamped  “AFTER  STRIKING”  . .E 
lc  gray,  Perkins  Bacon  essay,  issued  design,  but  white  numerals,  very 

fine  pair 8 9E-Ac 

lc  pale  red,  same  as  above 89E-Ac 

1912-25  2c  Carmine,  die  proof  on  India  on  card,  sinkage  (6 3x6 2mm)  on 
card  (7 1x7 0mm)  with  “F-211”  and  imprint  “AMERICAN  BANK 

NOTE  CO,  OTTOWA”,  very  fine 106P1 

5c  dark  blue,  die  proof  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card,  sinkage  (61x73) 
on  card  (130x180mm)  with  imprint  only,  very  fine  . ...112Pla 
10c  plum,  similar  die  proof,  die  sinkage,  (60x73mm)  on  card  (127x 

179)  with  imprint  only,  very  fine  116P1 

2 0c  olive  green,  similar  die  proof,  sinkage  (59x73)  on  card  (127x 

180) ,  with  imprint  only,  very  fine 119Pla 

2c  black,  large  die  proof  on  soft  wove  paper  (2 9x3 2mm)  very  fine  and 

rare 107TC1 

2c  green,  same  as  above,  very  fine  107TC1 

4c  invperf  proofs  on  gummed  cartonne  paper,  lc  green,  2c  carmine, 

3c  brown,  5c  dark  blue,  very  fine  104-06, 108-111P7 

1914  Unissued  MacDonald-Cartier  Commemoratice  Issue 

the  Following  7 lots  are  large  die  essays  (av.  7 5x6 3mm)  die  sunk  on 
cards  (av.  150x125).  The  lc,  2c,  5c,  7c  and  20c  bear  the  ap- 
propriate die  numbers  above  the  stamp.  Two  of  each  are  stated 
to  exist,  except  the  10c  which  is  incorrectly  reported  as  unique. 


All  are  very  rare. 

lc  deep  blue  green,  King  & Queen  122aE-A 

2c  deep  carmine,  Cartier  Monument  122bE-A 

5c  deep  blue,  House  where  Cartier  was  born  122cE-A 

7c  olive  bistre,  Prince  of  Wales  122dE-A 

10c  deep  violet,  MacDonald  Monument  122eE-B 

20c  olive  green,  Western  Landscape 122fE-A 

50c  brownish  black,  MacDonalds  Home 122gE-A 

1926  Provisional  Issues 

Essay  “2  CENTS”,  black  in  one  line  on  3c  carmine  block  of  4,  upper 
pair  surcharged  5mm  high,  lower  pair  3mm  high,  large  part  o.  g. 
fine 139E 


Similar  block  of  4,  SE  at  L and  with  sheet  margin  at  B.,  very  fine 

139E 


1927  Canadian  Confederation  Commemorative  Issue 

The  following  5 lots  are  all  large  die  proofs  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 
with  die  number  below  stamp  and  mms.  marking  in  lower  left 
corner  comprising  of  “P.  J.  V.”  in  ink  and  date  in  pencil.  All  are 
very  fine  and  extremely  rare 

lc  orange,  die  sinkage  (7 6x8 1mm)  on  card  ( 15  3x157mm)  dated 

“20  Apr.  27” 141P1 

2c  green,  die  sinkage  (7 6x5 5mm)  on  card  (153x131)  dated,  “28 

Ap.  27” 142P1 

3c  brown  carmine,  die  sinkage  (87x75)  on  card  (165x152)  dated 

“17  May  27” 143P1 

5c  violet,  die  sinkage  (74x81mm)  on  card  (150x157mm)  dated  “20 
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Ap.  27” 144P1 

12c  blue,  die  sinkage  (101x88mm)  on  card  (177x163mm)  dated  “12 

May  27” 145P1 

1927  Historical  Issue 

The  following  3 lots  are  all  large  die  proofs  on  India  die  sunk  on  card 
with  die  number  above  stamp.  All  are  very  fine. 

5c  violet,  die  sinkage  (76x75mm)  on  card  (155x153mm)  die  No. 

“X-G-147”.  Four  stated  to  exist 146P1 

12c  green,  die  sinkage  (87x75mm)  on  card  (162x152mm)  die  No. 

“X-G-148” 147P1 

20c  deep  carmine,  die  sinkage  (87x75mm)  on  card  (164x153mm) 
die  No.  “X-G-149”,  mms.  “P.  J.  V.”  in  ink  and  dated  “15  July 

26”  in  pencil.  Two  stated  to  exist 148P1 

19  28-2  9 Pictorial  Issue. 

The  following  11  lots  are  all  large  die  proofs  on  India  die  sunk  on 
card.  (The  last  lot  is  a duplicate  of  the  10c  value).  All  are  very 
fine. 

lc  orange,  die  sinkage  (89x92mm)  on  card  (152x155mm).  Four 

stated  to  exist 149P1 

2c  green,  die  sinkage  (75x88mm)  on  card  (152x164mm).  Four 

stated  to  exist 150P1 

3c  dark  carmine,  die  sinkage  (76x85mm)  on  card  (146x154mm)  mss. 
“P.  J.  V.”  in  ink  and  dated  “5  Oct.  28”  in  pencil.  Four  stated  to 

exist 151P1 

5c  deep  violet,  die  sinkage  (76x86mm)  on  card  (145x155mm).  Four 

stated  to  exist 153P1 

8c  blue,  die  sinkage  (76x85mm)  on  card  (155x162mm).  Four  stated 

to  exist 15  4P1 

10c  green,  die  sinkage  (90x75mm)  on  card  (160x145mm).  Two  (in- 
correctly) stated  to  exist 155P1 

12c  gray  black,  die  sinkage  (138x126mm)  on  card  (167x155mm). 

Four  stated  to  exist 156P1 

20c  dark  carmine,  die  sinkage  (136x126mm)  on  card  (161x149mm). 

Two  stated  to  exist 157P1 

50c  dark  blue,  die  sinkage  (98x75mm)  on  card  (168x152mm).  Two 

stated  to  exist 158P1 

$1  olive  green,  die  sinkage  (139x12  6mm)  on  card  (166x150mm). 

Pencilled  date  “7/9/28”.  Two  stated  to  exist  159P1 

10c  green,  die  sinkage  (90x75mm)  on  card  (160x144).  Card  creased 

along  bottom 155P1 

193  0-31  King  George  V Issue 

The  following  3 lots  are  small  proofs  or  essays  bearing  “POSTAGE” 
at  the  right.  They  are  on  white  glazed  paper,  stamp  size,  mounted 
on  very  heavy  card.  All  are  very  fine  and  extremely  rare, 
lc  orange,  size  132x140mm,  initialled  “P.  J.  V.”  and  dated  in  nencil 

“4,  Oct.  28” i62P2c 

3c  red,  on  thinned  card  69x76mm,  initialled  “P.  J.  V.”  in  blue  pencil 
and  with  “App.  Oct.  1-29”  in  lead  pencil,  both  doubtful  authenti- 
city   1 67Pa 

7c  orange  brown,  the  unissued  value,  size  132x140mm,  initialled 
“P.  J.  V.”  in  ink  and  with  “Approved  Jny  9/1930”  in  pencil 

170aE-Bc 


1932  Medallion  Issue 

3c  deep  red,  small  die  proof  on  white  wove  paper,  stamp  size, 
mounted  on  thick  card  140x142mm.  “A.  S.”  in  ink  on  card, 
“28/11/32”  in  red  pencil  on  back  of  card,  and  “2nd  Die”  in 

pencil  on  protective  tracing  paper,  Unique 197P2d 

1935  Silver  Jubilee  Issue 

The  following  set  of  six  die  proofs  is  one  of  five  sets  stated  to  have 
been  made  by  the  Canadian  Bank  Note  Co.  The  other  four  sets 
are  reported  to  have  been  presented  to  King  George  V,  The  Prime 
Minister  of  Canada,  the  Canadian  Post  Office  and  one  set  retained 
by  the  Bank  Note  Co. 

Each  proof  is  approx.  76x87mm  (reversed  for  horiz.  format  stamps) 
on  India  paper,  die  sunk  on  cards  approx.  130mm  square.  Be- 
neath each  stamp  two  lines  of  printing  have  been  scratched  out. 

On  the  reverse  of  the  cards  stamped  in  violet  is  “C.  B.  N.  Co./ 
OTTAWA./ (date) /J.  E.  L.  (initalled  in  ink)  Engraving  Dept.” 
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lc  green,  dated  March  12,  1935  211P1 

2c  brown,  dated  March  14,  1935  212P1 

3c  Carmine,  dated  March  23,  1935  213P1 

5c  blue,  dated  March  27,  1935  214P1 

10c  green,  dated  March  23,  1935  215P1 

13c  dark  blue,  dated  March  13,  1935  216P1 

1935  First  “Secret  Date”  Issue 


2 0c  deep  orange-red,  large  die  proof  on  India  (8 8x7 5 mm)  die  sunk 
on  card  (102x8  9mm),  very  fine.  Two  stated  to  exist  . . . .2  25TC1 

$1  black,  large  die  proof  on  India  (8 7x7 5mm)  die  sunk  on  card 

(102x90mm)  very  fine 227TC1 

193  7 King  George  VI  Issue 

The  3 following  lots  are  die  essays  on  India,  die  sunk  on  card,  each 
different. 

3c  carmine,  sinkage  (8 8x8 7mm)  on  card  (9 5x1 0 4mm)  dark  back- 
ground, light  shoulders,  light  hair,  V.  F 233E 

3c  carmine,  sinkage  (101x100mm)  on  card  (108x110),  light  back- 
ground, darker  shoulders,  dark  hair;  engraved  “X-G6  4 9 CANA- 
DIAN BANK  NOTE  COMPANY,  LIMITED”  V.  F.,  rare  ..233E 

3c  carmine,  sinkage  (8 0x8 6mm)  on  card  (9 1x9 6mm),  dark  back- 
ground, light  shoulders,  light  hair;  previous  imprint  plus  “H.  M. 

KING  GEORGE  VI,”  V.  F.  and  rare 233E 

1937  Coronation  Issue 

3c  carmine,  large  die  proof  on  India  (101x89mm)  die  sunk  on  card 

(116x104mm)  very  fine  and  rare  23  7P1 

193  8 Pictorial  Issue 

13c  deep  blue,  large  die  proof  on  India  (7 6x7 6mm)  die  sunk  on  card 
(8 7x8 7mm).  Two  stated  to  exist.  V.  F 24  2P1 

$1  deep  blue,  large  die  proof  on  India  (8 3x7 5mm)  die  sunk  on  card 
(105x90mm),  with  “X-G-6  7 9”  and  Company  imprint,  stated  to 

be  unique,  V.  F 245TC1 

1939  Royal  Visit  Issue 

lc  green  and  black,  large  die  proof  on  India  (9 6x8 8mm)  die  sunk 
on  card  (103x9  5mm),  with  “XG-68  5”  and  firms’  imprint.  Four 
stated  to  exist,  V.  F 246P1 

3c  dark  carmine  and  black,  large  die  proof  on  India  (9 8x8 8mm)  die 
sunk  on  card  (110x99mm),  with  “X-G-687”  and  firms’  imprint. 

Three  stated  to  exist,  V.  F 248P1 

19  42-43  War  Effort  Issue 

3c  dark  carmine,  large  die  proof  on  India  (7 6x8 8mm)  die  sunk  on 
card  (91x103mm),  with  “X-G-741”  and  firms’  imprint.  Four 
stated  to  exist.  V.  F 251P1 

13c  dull  green,  large  die  proof  on  India  (8  6x74mm)  die  sunk  on 

card  (97x80mm).  Four  stated  to  exist.  V.  F 258P1 

193  2 Air  Post 

1932  Conference,  essay  of  surcharge  in  black,  three  bars  cancelling 

value  instead  of  four,  part  o.  g.,  SE  at  B.  Unlisted E 

192  7 Special  Delivery 

20c  orange  large  die  proof  on  India  (8 8x1 12mm)  die  sunk  on  card 
(165x188mm)  with  “X-G-177”  above  stamp,  V.  F.  and  rare 

E3P1 


1935  Special  Delivery 

2 0c  dark  carmine,  large  die  proof  on  India  (9 5x8 7mm)  die  sunk  on 
card  (103x96mm),  with  “X-G-586”  and  firms’  imprint  below. 


Two  stated  to  exist.  V.  F E6P1 

20c  A similar  die  proof,  without  Plate  No.  or  imprint  E6P1 

1906-28  Postage  Due 


lc  to  10c  black,  set  of  five  die  proofs  on  card  (approx.  4 4x43mm). 
The  lc,  2c,  and  5c,  bear  imprint  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
and  PI.  No.,  the  4c  and  10c  have  PI  No.  only.  F.  to  V.  F. 

J1-5TC1 

4c  violet  large  die  proof  on  India  (7 6x6 7mm)  die  sunk  on  card 
(147x138mm),  with  “X-G-188”.  On  the  card  “P.  J.  V.”  in  ink 
and  “6  June  28”  in  pencil.  Stated  to  be  unique  J3P1 

10c  violet,  a similar  large  die  proof  on  which  the  plate  No.  has  been 
erased.  Stated  to  be  unique  J5P1 

1915  War  Tax  Issue 

lc  green,  large  die  proof  on  India  (5 3x5 6mm),  mounted  flush  on  card 
(138x181mm),  with  “O-G-66”  above  V.  F.  MR1P1 
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2c  carmine,  similar  large  die  proof,  without  PI.  No.  V.  F.  ..MR2P1 


1916  War  Tax  Issue 

2c-flc  carmine,  similar  die  proof,  V.  F MR4TC1 

2c-j-lc  brown,  Similar  die  proof,  V.  F MR4P1 


N ewf  011  ndl  and 

1911  Guy  Engraved  Issue 

12c  red  brown,  large  die  proof  on  card  (43x49mm)  V.  F 102P1 

1911  Royal  Family  Issue 

6c,  8c,  9c,  12c,  15c,  black,  plate  proofs  on  glazed  card,  horiz.  pairs 

with  left  sheet  margins  109-11, 113-14P4 

1919  Caribou  Issue 

The  three  following  lots  are  unique  engraved  stamp  size  essays  with 
water  color  shading,  die  sunk  on  card. 

3c  deep  green,  “Newfoundland  Postage’’  in  straight  lines  at  top,  “3” 

in  oval  in  each  corner,  Card  lettered  “B’’  117E 

5c  deep  green,  frame  as  issued  stamp,  but  Caribou  facing  right,  in- 
scribed “GUEUDECOURT”  instead  of  “UBIQUE’’,  card  lettered 

“A” 119E 

5c  red,  design  approximate  to  issued  stamp,  but  inscribed  “GUEUDE- 
COURT”, Card  lettered  “C”  and  in  pencil  “Appd” 119E 

19  20  Provisionals 

“TWO-2-CENTS”  on  1897  60c  black.  Double  surcharge  on  an  O.  G. 

block  of  4,  slightly  re-enforced,  fine  and  rare  E 

“THREE  CENTS”  in  red  on  1897  6c  red  brown,  o.  g.  25  issued  V.  F.  E 

Same  as  above  but  optd.  in  black,  25  issued,  V.  F E 

1923-24  2 4c  dark  blue,  plate  proof  on  cream  wove  paper,  horiz.  pair 

144TC5 

24c  light  brown,  plate  proof  on  cream  wove  paper,  horiz.  pair  144TC5 

24c  black,  plate  proof  on  cream  wove  paper,  horiz.  pair 144P5 

192  8 Publicity  Issue,  Engraved  by  Whitehead  Morris,  Ltd. 

4c  lilac  rose,  small  die  proof  (26x31)  V.  F 148P2 

1929-31  Publicity  Issue  unwatermarked.  Re-engraved  by  Perkins,  Bacon  & 
Co. 

lc  green,  six  progressive  die  essays  (5 7x8 1mm)  on  paper  (72x 
115mm  approx.),  comprising; 

(1)  frame  “Newfoundland”,  “Postage”,  and  wording  on  map,  in 
pencil  “7/5/29,  1st  pull” 

(2)  map  outline  and  other  lines  added;  in  pencil  “8/5/29” 

(3)  addition  of  foliate  border;  in  pencil  “9/5/29” 

(4)  longitude  and  latitude  lines  and  internal  lines  to  map 
added;  in  pencil  “10/5/29”. 

(5)  majority  of  shading  added;  in  pencil  “2nd.  pull  14/5/29” 

(6)  rest  of  shading  added;  in  pencil  “final”.  Extremely  interest- 
ing set 163E 

3c  brown  four  progressive  die  essays  (8 0x5 8mm)  on  paper  (9 Ox 
70mm)  comprising; 

(1)  frame  partially  completed,  no  heads. 

(2)  slight  additions  to  frame,  heads  partially  engraved. 

(3)  cross  hatching  shading  behind  heads,  and  King’s  head  prac- 
tically completed;  in  pencil  “28.5”  and  “2”  in  circle. 

(4)  final  completed  die  proof;  in  pencil  “31.5  last” 165E 

4c  deep  brown,  large  die  proof  (5 9x8 Omm)  on  paper  (6 8x8 4mm) 

166TC1 

Nine  large  die  proofs  in  issued  colors  comprising  of  2c,  3c,  4c,  5c,  6c, 
8c,  10c,  20c  and  30c  all  trimmed  to  approx.  70x80mm.  The  8c 
and  30c  show  reversed  die  numbers  “855”  and  “873”  respectively, 

the  20c  shows  date  “30  MAY” 164-9, 171, 178, 182P1 

2 8c  gray  green,  prepared  but  never  issued,  re-engraved  large  die  essay 

trimmed  to  approx.  53x71mm.  V.  F E 

lc,  2c,  3c,  4c  plate  proofs  in  issued  colors  in  blocks  of  4,  V.  F. 

163-6P5 


1931-37  Issue 

Complete  set  of  12  die  proofs  in  issued  colors  (approx.  4 5x5 5mm)  of 
the  original  1931  printing;  comprising  lc  green,  2c  rose,  3c 
orange  brown,  4c  deep  violet,  5c  violet  brown,  6c  dull  blue,  10c 
olive  black,  14c  black,  15c  magenta,  20c  gray  green,  25c  grey,  30c 

ultramarine,  V.  F 183,5,7,8,190,192-SPl 

14c  black  essay  without  corner  ornaments  inside  frame  (5 7x4 7mm) 
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1933 

1937 


1919 


1931 


V.  F 194E 

30c  deep  violet,  large  die  proof  (81x59mm)  with  die  No.  “963”  in 
reverse,  fine 198P1 

4 8c  violet,  essay  with  value  tablets  blank,  the  two  squares  of  the 

tablets,  the  frame-lines  and  a “48”  at  right  have  been  drawn  in 
professionally  in  pencil  19  9E 

48c  violet,  trial  color  die  proof  (82x59mm)  V,  F 199TC1 

7c  red  brown,  8c  orange,  24c  light  blue,  die  proofs  in  issued  colors, 

V.  F 208-10P 

2c  greenish  black  plate  proof  on  unwmkt  paper,  blocks  of  4 V.  F. 

185TC5 

2c  violet  plate  proof  on  unwmkt  paper,  blocks  of  4.  V.  F.  . .185TC5 
6c  dull  blue  plate  proof  on  unwmkt  paper,  blocks  of  4.  V.  F.  , .192P5 
25c  yellow  black  plate  proof  on  unwmkt  paper,  blocks  of  4.  V.  F. 

197TC5 

7c  red  brown  plate  proof  on  unwmkt  paper,  blocks  of  4.  V.  F.  208P5 
24c  light  blue  plate  proof  on  unwmkt  paper,  blocks  of  4.  V.  F.  210P5 
Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  Issue 

lc  to  3 2c,  except  8c  13  large  die  proofs  in  issued  colors  about 

6 0x4  5mm 212-17, 219-224P1 

Long  Coronation  Issue 

15c  rose  lake  5 progressive  die  essays  (approx.  9 0x6 0mm)  com- 
prising; 

(1)  center  plus  “NORTHERN  SEAL” 

(2)  “POSTAGE”  and  outline  of  frame  lines  added 

(3)  King’s  head,  oval  frame  and  Crown  added 

(4)  frame  lines,  “NEWFOUNDLAND”,  “12th.  May  1932”  and 
two  “15”  added  in  outline 

(5)  final  completed  die  proof,  purple  ink  marks  on  face 

239E,239P1 

3c  plate  proof  in  black,  block  of  4,  V.  F 246P 

5c  Grenfell,  dull  blue,  large  die  proof  (8 9x7 2mm)  die  sunk  on  card 

(230x153mm)  V.  F 252P1 

Whitehead,  Morris  & Co.,  Ltd.  Essays  for  Proposed  St.  John’s- 
Montreal  Service. 

5c  brown  & black,  paste-up  photographic  and  hand-painted  essay, 
depicting  biplane  above  trees,  with  caribou  beneath  in  circle, 
worded  “Newfoundland  Aerial  Postage”,  (21.5x28mm),  mounted 
sunk  on  card  lettered  “B”  and  dated  “12th  Aug.  19”,  unique  . .E 
10c  green  paste-up  photographic  and  hand-painted  essay  depicting 
biplane  above  clouds,  fancy  scrolls  at  sides,  worded  “Aerial  Post- 
age Newfoundland”  (21.5x28mm)  mounted  sunk  on  card  lettered 
“A”  and  dated  “12th  Aug.  19”,  also  an  alternative  vignette  in 
blue  with  stronger  clouds,  originally  mounted  over  the  green 
vignette,  Unique  E 

Permanent  Issue 

The  three  following  lots  comprises  original  oversize  rough  sketch 
essays  in  India  ink  by  A.  B.  Perlin  of  St.  John’s  from  which  the 
1931  set  of  three  was  adopted  with  modifications  and  alterations 
of  denominations. 

50c  design  (as  used  for  15c)  size  5 5x6 8mm  on  carton  paper  15  8x 
103mm.  Over  the  5 0c  in  the  design  is  mss.  “15”;  at  top  right  is 
“15”  in  blue  pencil  and  below  a drawing  in  pencil  showing 
actual  size.  At  bottom  left  in  pencil  is  “Dixl1^  fraction  less  each 
way”  and  “brown”,  Unique 

25c  design  (as  used  for  5 0c)  size  78x5 4mm  on  carton  paper  16  8x 
122mm.  Over  the  25c  in  the  design  is  mss.  “50”;  at  right  is 
“5  0c”  in  blue  pencil,  at  top  is  a drawing  in  pencil  showing  sug- 
gested actual  size.  At  bottom  left  in  pencil  is  “2x1  H”  and  be- 
neath the  latter  “1%”.  At  bottom  right  pencil  “G”  possibly 
meaning  “Green”  Unique 

5 0c  design  (as  used  for  $1)  size  102x40mm  on  carton  paper  16  2x 

118mm.  At  right  is  “$1.00”  in  blue  pencil  above  a drawing  in 
pencil  showing  suggested  size,  at  bottom  left  in  pencil  “2x/±x 

15/16”  and  “2x15/16”  Unique  

Set  of  three  large  die  proofs  in  black  (showing  Die  Nos.  919,  920, 
918  reversed)  5 6x8 2mm  (or  vice  versa)  on  thickish  creamy  wove 
paper  68x94mm,  approx,  (or  vice  versa)  C6-8TC1 


32.00 

32.00 


77.50 

52.50 

77.50 

23.00 

36.00 

60.00 

26.00 

21.00 

21.00 


260.00 


220.00 

17.00 

110.00 


575.00 


625.00 


750.00 


750.00 


750.00 


120.00 
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Reports  of  Chapter  Meetings 


New  York  Chapter  No.  1 


J.  G.  Reinis,  Chairman 


L.  L.  Hechtlinger,  Secretary 


Meeting  of  Oct.  9,  1957 

Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Brooks,  Caposella,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Finkel- 
burg,  Gates,  Gros,  Hechtlinger,  Joyce,  Mrs.  McCoy,  Minuse,  Morris,  Reinis, 
Serphos,  Sindic — 16.  Guests  present:  George  C.  Slawson — 1. 

The  guest  of  the  evening,  George  Slawson,  presented  a comprehensive  showing 
of  U.  S.  Postal  Card  Essays,  highlighted  by  a detailed  background  history  of  UX-1. 

Dr.  Julian  Blanchard  then  exhibited  some  Canadian  Banknote  stamps  and  re- 
lated die  proof  vignettes.  The  evening  concluded  with  Joseph  Reinis  displaying  a 
new  album  containing  parts  of  his  collection  of  U.  S.  stamps,  proofs,  related  bank- 
notes and  die  proof  vignettes. 


Meeting  of  Nov.  /j,  1957 

Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Mrs.  Brazer,  Brooks,  Caposella,  Mrs.  Ehren- 
berg, Fernald,  Finkelburg,  Gates,  Gros,  Hechtlinger,  Higgins,  Joyce,  Mrs.  McCoy, 
Minuse,  Morris,  Reinis,  Serphos,  Tiedmann — 19.  Guests  present:  Max  Bass — 1. 

Morton  Dean  Joyce,  the  evening’s  scheduled  exhibitor  presented  his  SOJEX 
Grand  Prize  winning  collection  of  U.  S.  Revenue  proofs  and  essays.  Needless  to  say, 
the  material  presented  was  of  extreme  rarity,  interest  and  beauty.  Proofs  and  essays 
of  the  high  value  early  revenues  in  multicolors  were  the  exhibits  star  attractions. 
They  clearly  indicated  the  heights  that  could  be  reached  by  the  art  of  engraving. 
The  geometric  lathe  work  on  these  examples  have  yet  to  be  duplicated.  Many  of  the 
items  shown  have  yet  to  be  catalogued  and  chronicled,  for  undoubtedly  they  are 
unique.  Mr.  Joyce’s  commentary  indicated  a thorough  knowledge  of  his  subject  and 
a students  love  of  his  pursuit.  The  membership  evidenced  their  interest  and  appre- 
ciation by  a sustained  round  of  applause  at  the  conclusion. 

Meeting  of  Dec.  12 , 1957 

Members  present:  Altmann,  Blanchard,  Mrs.  Brazer,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg,  Finkelburg, 
Gates,  Gros,  Hechtlinger,  Mrs.  McCoy,  Minuse,  Reinis,  Serphos — 12.  Guests 
present:  Dr.  Edward  Gates,  Mrs.  H.  Gates,  Mrs.  E.  Gates — 3. 

Dr.  Gates,  the  evening’s  guest  exhibitor,  presented  a memorable  evening  of 
Lincolnia.  Two  items,  decidedly  non-philatelic,  proved  to  be  among  the  star  at- 
tractions. One  was  a knife  made  by  Lincoln,  of  a set  of  eleven.  The  other,  a 
firearm;  one  of  the  possible  sixteen  derringers  that  Booth  used  to  assassinate  Lincoln. 
Dr.  Gates  displayed  an  impressive  collection  of  U.  S.  stamps,  proofs  and  essays  bear- 
ing the  likeness  of  Lincoln.  It  was  evident  that  the  speaker  was  a keen  student  of 
Lincoln  history  and  memorabilia.  The  membership  warmly  applauded  Dr.  Gates 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  discourse.  The  evening  concluded  with  Dr.  Blanchard’s 
presentation  of  Lincoln  die  proof  vignettes  and  documents  bearing  these  engravings. 


Aleeting  of  Feb.  12,  1958 

Members  present:  Altmann,  Mrs.  Brazer,  Brooks,  Finkelburg,  Gros,  Mrs.  Ehrenberg, 
Hechtlinger,  Minuse,  Mrs.  McCoy,  Morris,  Reinis — 11. 

Mrs.  Ethel  McCoy  displayed  a topical  collection  of  Palms  containing  world-wide 
proofs  and  stamps.  The  balance  of  the  meeting  was  pleasantly  spent  in  a general 
membership  discussion  of  proofs  and  essays. 


Secretary’s  Report 

By  J oseph  G.  Reinis,  Secretary 
50  Court  Street,  Brooklyn  1,  N.  Y. 

Members  Admitted 

929  Fricke,  Charles  A.,  6127  Reach  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  (U.  S.  Postal  Cards.) 

930  Rice,  Foster  W.,  P.  O.  Box  116,  Rowayton,  Conn.  (Obsolete  Banknotes,  Stamps.) 
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931  Christian,  C.  W.,  14364  E.  Rosecrans  Ave.,  La  Mirada,  California.  (U.  S.  Issue  of  1861. ) 

932  Sklar,  Maurice,  2624  Palm  Street,  Bakersfield,  Calif.  (U.  S.  and  Canadian  Currency.) 

933  Newman,  Eric  P.,  6450  Cecil  Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  (Banknotes,  Currency.) 

934  Maisel,  William  H.,  2826  N.  Howard  Street,  Baltimore,  Md.  (U.  S.  Envelopes.) 

935  Moore,  Eldridge  M.,  Miller  Hill,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  Entires). 

936  Kurtis,  Dr.  Soma,  18034  Greenlawn  Ave.,  Detroit,  Michigan.  (Europe — Stamps  and  Postal 

Stationery.) 

937  Hornberger,  Henry  E.,  736  N.  Kenwood  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md.  (U.  S.,  Vatican.) 

938  Loeb,  Walter  M.,  M.D.,  4568  E.  Mercer  Way,  Mercer  Island,  Washington.  (U.  S.  Obsolete 

Banknotes,  Foreign  Paper  Currency.) 

939  Orton,  Walter  J.,  232  67th  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.  19th  Cent.) 

940  Hughes,  Earl,  Box  93,  Dry  Ridge,  Ky.  (U.  S.  Obsolete  Banknotes.) 

Applications  Received 

941  Karen,  Michael  M.,  1148  Grassmere  Terrace,  Far  Rockaway,  N.  Y.  (U.  S.) 

942  Germon,  Judson  W.,  R.  F.  D.  2,  Lithonia,  Ga.  (Paper  Money  of  the  World.) 

Changes  of  Address 

247  Babcock,  E.  P.,  to  11  Gregg  Ave.,  Delaware  Heights,  Wilmington  7,  Del. 

212  Blank,  E.  C.,  to  227  E.  Dixon  Ave.,  Dayton  9,  Ohio. 

Cl  1 Boyd,  F.  C.  C.,  to  377  South  Harrison  St.,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 

419  Chaffee,  J.  G.,  to  134  Greenwood  Rd.,  Westfield,  N.  J. 

125  Lewinson,  L.  J.,  to  1234  Belmont  Terrace,  Jacksonville  7,  Fla. 

789  Lyman,  R.  W.,  to  3 1 Front  St.,  Marblehead,  Mass. 

472  Peters,  R.  A.,  to  215  E.  Madison  St.,  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

744  Rochlin,  P.,  to  164  Howard  Avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J. 

822  Smedley,  G.  B.,  to  253  Washington  Boulevard,  Oak  Park,  111. 

Resignation  Received 

334  Schrader,  O.  H. 

Deceased 

C38  Perry,  T.  D. 

159  Steinway,  T.  E. 

Enumeration  of  Membership 

Number  reported  in  Journal  No.  57  41  r 

Gains  12 

Losses  3 


Net  Membership  reported  in  this  Journal,  No.  58  420 

Non-Member  subscribers  to  the  Journal  9 


An  Urgent  Correction 

By  some  unfortunate  mischance,  the  captions  for  the  first  illustration,  four  different 
lower  left  corners  of  the  15c  Bank  Note  Issue,  were  left  out  in  the  Winter  1958  Number 
(No.  57)  of  this  Journal,  page  13.  The  understanding  of  the  article  is  thus  somewhat 
less  clear  than  was  hoped  for.  In  place  of  the  caption  used,  which  may  be  found  both 
confusing  and  slightly  obsolete  in  terminology,  please  read:  left  to  right 


f 


1870  1870  1873 

National  National  Continental 

The  Southwest  Corners  of  the  15c 


1873 

Continental 

Webster. 


Stephen  G.  Rich 
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A Word  to  the  Wise ! 

Try  Our  Fine  Stock  of 

19th  Century 

RARE  AND  VERY  FINE 

COMPLIMENTS 

UNITED  STATES 

On  and  Off  Cover  — Stampless 

IRWIN  HEIMAN,  Inc. 

Fancy  Cancellations 

Philatelic  Auctioneers 

TO  FIND  THOSE  ELUSIVE  ITEMS 

2 W.  46  th  St. 

New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

YOU  NEED 

Samuel  C.  Paige 

45  BROMFIELD  ST.,  BOSTON  8,  MASS. 

STAMP  COLLECTIONS 

SOLD  AT  PUBLIC  AUCTION 
or 

PURCHASED  OUTRIGHT 

Consult  Us  When  Selling. 

EDSON  ).  FI  FIELD 

511  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

Essays  and  Proofs  in  all  of  our 
MONTHLY  AUCTIONS 

Catalogue  Free  on  Request. 

Also  List  of  Philatelic  Literature. 

BILLIG  & RICH,  Inc. 

55  West  42nd  St.,  New  York  36,  N.  Y. 

U.  S.  POSTAGE  AND  REVENUES 

We  offer  the  interested  collector  his  choice  from 
the  most  important  stock  of  U.  S.  postage  and 
revenue  stamps  in  the  hands  of  any  professional. 
Strong  in  mint  and  used  singles,  mint  blocks, 
choice  early  covers,  Departments,  early  revenues, 
singlesand  multiples,  etc.  May  we  have  your  want  list  ? 

Philip  H.  Ward,  Jr.,  Architects  Bldg., 
17th  and  SANSOM  STS.,  PHILADELPHIA  3,  PA. 

Serving  Your  Every  Need 

GIMBELS 

Famous  Stamp  Departments 

Back  Numbers  of 

Tine  Essay^Proof  Journal 

are  available  upon  application  to 

JOSEPH  G.  RFINIS,  Secretary 

50  Court  Street,  Brooklyn  1,  N.  Y. 

STAMPS  WANTED 

in  lots  or  collections  worth  §100.00  or 
more.  Free  appraisals,  top  prices, 
prompt  payments.  Send  description  of 
your  offer  to 

H.  E.  HARRIS  & CO.,  Boston  15,  Mass. 

The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  ^8 
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Shanahan’s 
Stamp  Am* I ions 
Are  Different 


The  difference  is  in  the  many  facilities  we  are 
offering  to  our  clients. 

( 1 ) We  offer  month  after  month  the  largest  array 
of  stamps  in  the  world.  Our  profusely 
illustrated  Catalogues  are  so  arranged  that 
they  should  suit  everybody,  large  lots  and 
small  lots,  single  Rarities  and  General  or 
Country  Collections,  Covers  and  Wholesale 
lots,  and  in  every  Sale  we  try  to  bring 
specialised  Collections  of  one  or  several 
different  countries.  YOUR  speciality  might 
come  up  in  our  next  Catalogue. 

(2)  Every  lot,  large  or  small,  is  offered  on  “After 
Sale  Approval.”  Any  lot  which  does  not 
come  up  to  your  expectation  can  be  returned 
under  Para.  II  of  our  Conditions  of  Sale.  No 
reason  need  to  be  given. 

(3)  Every  illustrated  stamp  is  sold  with  our 
absolute  guarantee  of  genuineness,  without 
time  limit. 

(4)  Hire  Purchase  and  other  Credit  facilities  are 
readily  available. 

(5)  The  “Profit  from  Stamps — without  Risk” 
Plan  enables  you  to  share  in  the  profits  from 
stamp  trading  on  a guaranteed  basis. 

(6)  The  “Double  Barrel”  Plan  enables  you  to 
utilize  the  money  you  have  invested  under 
the  “Profit  from  Stamps — Without  Risk” 
Plan  at  the  same  time  for  Stamp  Purchases 
here  and  thereby  get  your  stamps  much 
cheaper  and  under  certain  circumstances  even 
for  nothing. 

(7)  The  “Collection  Picking  Plan”  enables  you 
to  buy  and  obtain  a large  collection  or  deal- 
er’s stock  with  a small  deposit  only,  take 
out  what  you  want,  break  up  the  remainder 
into  smaller  lots  and  send  them  to  us,  for 
resale  by  Auction  on  your  behalf,  thereby 
probably  getting  the  stamps  you  really  need 
for  much  less  or  even  for  nothing,  with  per- 
haps a profit  thrown  in. 


Get  on  Our  Catalog  Mailing  List  Free  39  Upper  Great  George's  Street, 

Dun  Laoghaire,  Dublin,  Ireland. 
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Rare  Proof  Plate  No. 
& Imprint  Blocks 

#1 1 22P3  90c  1 869  ON  INDIA 

Superb  Top  PI.  # £r  Imp.  Block  of  8. 
Fresh,  Brilliant  Rich  Colors. 

Cat.  $500  + , Net  $400. 

#212P3,  lc  BANKNOTE  ON 
INDIA 

Superb  Top  PI.  # Cr  Imp.  Block  of 
12.  Brilliant  Color — Rarest  Bank- 
note Proof. 

Cat.  $400  + , Net  $200. 

#245P3,  $5.00  COL.  ON 
INDIA 

Superb  Bt.PI.  No.  £r  Imp.  Blk  of  8. 
Excellent  Space  Filler  for  Regular 

Plate. 

Cat.  $500  + , Net  $400. 

#293P4,  $2.00  OMAHA  ON 
CARD 

Superb  Top  PI.  No.  & Imp.  Blk  of  4. 
Very  Rare  £r  Unlisted — 

Believed  UNIQUE. 

Est.  Cst.  $1500  + , Net  $750. 

Other  Scarce  Proof  Material 
in  Stock 

“What  Do  You  Need” 

Satisfaction  or  immediate  Refund. 
Gladly  Sent  on  Approval  with  Refer. 
Installment  Payment  Terms  if  De- 
sired. (No  Interest  or  Carrying 
Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH 

APS  1 02  Beacon  Street  A 

EPS  Boston  16,  Massachusetts 

Phone:  COpley  7-4682 


YOU  CAN  SELL  IN  ENGLAND 
$ FOR  DOLLARS  $ 

The  Finance  Regulations  in  the  United 
Kingdom  are  now  amended  so  that  you 
can  send  stamps  and  similar  items  of 
philatelic  interest  to  be  sold  in  England 
for  payment  in  cash. 

As  an  old  customer,  you  will  be  fa- 
miliar with  our  auction  catalogues  and 
appreciate  the  advantage  in  disposing  of 
material  through  a market  where  every 
country  in  the  world  can  bid  and  buy. 

There  are  seven  good  reasons  why  our 
auction  sales  are  considered  by  both 
buyers  and  sellers  to  be  the  best  in  the 
world. 

1.  Our  auctions  are  divided  into  five  different 

classes,  so  that  whether  material  is  sent  to 
London  or  Bournemouth,  our  experts  will 
see  that  it  is  included  in  the  most  appro- 
priate sale. 

2.  We  have  an  exceptionally  competent  and  ex- 

perienced team  of  experts  prepared  to  give 
advice  on  any  philatelic  matters. 

3.  Our  valuations  and  descriptions  have  a repu- 

tation for  accuracy  all  over  the  world. 

4.  For  the  benefit  of  overseas  clients  we  now 

have  agencies  in  eight  different  countries. 

5.  The  unique  “Busy  Buyer’s  Service”  whereby 

specialists,  who  may  not  be  on  our  regular 
mailing  list,  are  notified  of  any  lots  likely 
to  interest  them  always  stimulates  compe- 
tition. 

6.  The  fullest  publicity  both  for  Auction  and 

Private  Treaty  material  is  given  through 
our  own  leading  periodicals  for  the  ad- 
vanced collector:  ‘THE  PHILATELIST  AND 
POSTAL  HISTORIAN”  and  “THE  PHI- 
LATELIC JOURNAL  OF  GREAT  BRIT- 
AIN”. In  addition,  our  regular  feature,  “The 
Pall  Mall  Gazette”  is  published  in  the  lead- 
ing weekly,  “Stamp  Collecting”,  which  has  a 
circulation  of  over  fifteen  thousand. 

7.  An  interest-free  advance  on  material  sent  for 

sale  can  be  made  when  required,  or  an  im- 
mediate credit  can  be  made  available  pending 
sale,  so  that  the  vendor  may  buy  other 
stamps  that  he  needs. 

Further,  if  you  wish  to  sell  your  property  intact, 
this  can  be  handled  through  our  Private  Treaty 
department.  Our  retail  subsidiary  company  is  al- 
ways prepared  to  make  an  outright  purchase  for 
cash  if  that  method  is  preferred. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  this  con- 
nection, please  do  not  hesitate  to  let  us  know. 

ROBSON  LOWE  LTD., 

50  PALL  MALL,  LONDON,  S.  W.  1. 

PLEASE  SAY  THAT  YOU  SAW  THIS  IN  THE 
“ESSAY  PROOF  JOURNAL” 


UNITED 

STATES 

ALL  PHASES 

Bought  and  Sold 


Robert  A.  Siegel 

489  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 


B.  N.  A. 

Monthly  Auctions 

including 

Essays  & Proofs 

Illustrated  Catalog 
Free  on  Request 

J?.  71.  SBajoju 

59  Wellington  Street  West 
Toronto  1,  Canada 


Essays,  Proofs 
and  other 
Specialists 
Material 

Regularly  QfiPered 
in  our 

Auction  Sales 

Send  For  Free  Catalogues 
HUGH  C.  BARR,  INC. 

38  (J)  Park  Row,  New  York  38,  N.  Y. 


Auction  Sales 

Held  Monthly 


CATALOGUE  FREE 
ON  REQUEST 


John  A.  Fox 

110W.  42nd  St. 

New  York  36,  N.  Y. 


The  Best  Price 
For  Your  Stamps— 

that’s  what  you  want,  of  course,  when  you 
decide  to  sell.  To  be  assured  of  this,  the 
wise  thing  to  do  is  to  choose  an  auction 
service  with  a sterling  reputation,  a long 
record  of  successful  sales  with  high  realiza- 
tions, and  the  know-how  that  comes  with 
many  years  of  experience. 

Harmer  Rooke  qualifies  fully.  Let  us 
advise  you  on  your  stamp-selling  problem. 

We  are  preparing  our  sales  now  for  the 
new  season  starting  in  the  fall.  Your  stamps 
can  be  included. 

If  you  are  not  familiar  with  our  service, 
we  will  be  glad  to  send  you  our  folder, 

“What  Harmer  Rooke  can  do  for  YOU.” 

Write  or  call  us  today! 


HARMER,  ROOKE 

& CO.,  Inc. 

560  Fifth  Ave.  (at  46th),  New  \ork  36 
JUdson  2-0164 

International  Auctioneers  of  Fine  Stamps 


